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Laura Linscott had
many dreams in life.
After serving  in the
service, she  began
a dance school near
Boston where she
taught children for
years. She then moved
to Florida to be close
to her sister and had
a  d ream o f  a  No-
Kill Shelter for Dogs
and Cats in Port St
Lucie. With the help
of many she achieved

that dream. Later adding cat rooms with screened
porches to the existing building and exercise
pens and kennels. That was the birth of Dogs
and Cats Forever.  As Laura got  o lder  i t  was
harder for her to run the shelter and Jay Apicella
took over  as the Execut ive Di rector.  Under
Jay ’s  d i rec t ion  Dogs  and  Cats  has  g rown
in to  a  ma ins tay  rescue fo r  the  communi ty.
More kennels and exercise areas were added
to the outside. Jay has also opened an adoption
center  on Bayshore Dr ive and a thr i f t  s tore
as well. With a very large donation from another
benefactor  Dogs and Cats is  bui ld ing a new
larger facil i ty in White City that wil l  include
dog pools,  a c l in ic  and wi l l  be nearer  to  the
c i ty.  The Sanctuary  w i l l  move in to  the  o ld
Dogs  and  Cats  Fac i l i t y  on  Car l ton  Road .
Both rescues hope to  work together  to  he lp
the  communi ty  ga in  momentum on be ing  a
no kil l  community and in helping low income
families with spay and neuter for their animals.



Laura  loved  her  an ima ls  and  wanted  to
save as many as she could. Over the years
I  have  known her,  and  even  a t  age  95 ,
she was nursing baby ki t tens, and always
en joyed  the  spec ia l  needs  dogs  I  wou ld
br ing  to  v is i t  her.  A  few days before  she
passed she was laying in her bed with Grampy
an old t iny three pound Chi boy who hated
everyone but loved Laura. He was the only
one to make her laugh that day.  Everytime
I  came over  she would  ask where he was
as soon as I  walked in the door.  She never
hesi tated to te l l  me the “ r ight”  way to do
th ings wi th animals nor  what  she wanted
done on the proper ty  and I  know that  Jay
also heard the same things. She would tel l
the story of being a l i t t le gir l  and dancing
wi th  a  monkey or  tak ing  a  dog to  a  s tore
and  the  s to re  keeper  g iv ing  her  a  p iece
of  candy for  her  and one for  the dog.  She
even  had  a  ca t  i n  the  se rv ice  wh ich  she
brought home and a family member kept.

I  never  t i red  o f  hear ing  Laura ’s  s to r ies
or her advice on the animals. It was always
amazing to me to see both how much things
have  changed over  t ime  and  how much
they have not.  I  do know that Laura loved
knowing animals were safe and taken care
o f  and  tha t  those  saved  were  kep t  and
taken care  o f .  She wou ld  a lways  ask  me
how many  I  had  rescued  and  how many
found homes each t ime I was at the house.

Laura lived a very quiet life. Never spending
much,  saying that  a l l  she had was for  the
animals .  She would save the da i ly  paper
for  me to take back wi th me twice a week
for our puppies and always wanted to save
jars and containers as they sometimes could
ho ld  dog  o r  ca t  i t ems.  She  a lways  to ld
me that by saving in the little things always
al lowed for the bigger things.

The Sanctuary  w i l l  cont inue to  bu i ld  on
her  d reams fo r  the  p roper ty  on  Car l ton
road and adding the buildings she envisioned.
Many wi l l  miss Laura but  we wi l l  do our
bes t  to  keep  her  d reams and  her  w ishes
for the property al ive.
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Laura and Grampy

Laura 's dog Joey
with Grampy and

Lezais

Laura and Olivia
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This art ic le was on I  Love Dogs
website.. . thinking i t  cute and informative here i t

is
Soc ia l i z ing  Your  Dog Wi th  Other  Pets

Soc ia l i z ing  your  pe t  to  accep t  new an ima ls  i n to
the  househo ld  i s  no t  a lways  an  easy  task .  We a l l
read  the  b ib l i ca l  accoun t  o f  Noah  and  h i s  A rk  and
wondered  jus t  how he  go t  the  an ima ls  to  su rv i ve
in  the  a rk  toge the r  fo r  f i ve  m inu tes  le t  a lone  40
days  and  n igh ts  o f  ra in .  The  dog  usua l l y  has  i t s
own ideas  o f  i t s  te r r i t o ry  and  home and  i s  genera l l y
no t  a  generous  c rea tu re  when  i t  come to  shar ing
bu t  wou ld  much  ra the r  chase  the  in t ruders  away .
We have  to  rep rogram the  dogs  th ink ing  to  make
i t  unders tand  tha t  chas ing  the  ca t  o r  i guana  o r
wha tever  o the r  pe t  you  may  have ,  i s  no t  accep tab le .
So  how abou t  some ins t ruc t ion  on  jus t  how i t ’ s
d o n e ?

For  the  F i r s t  t i p ,  I nsu re  the  Sa fe ty  o f  Bo th  An ima ls
and  Yourse l f .  To  s ta r t ,  make  ce r ta in  tha t  the  new
an ima l  w i l l  be  sa fe .  P lace  the  new pe t  in  a  pe t  ca r r ie r
o r  some o the r  s tu rdy  s t ruc tu re  tha t  p roh ib i t s  the
dog  f rom ac tua l l y  phys ica l l y  con tac t ing  the  an ima l
bu t  s t i l l  a l l ows  fo r  bo th  an ima ls  to  see ,  sme l l  and
hear  each other .  Th is  prov ides a  way for  both  an imals
to  acc l ima te  to  each  o the r  i n  a  sa fe ,  though  poss ib l y
a  b i t  s t ress fu l ,  s i tua t ion .  In  la te r  s teps ,  g loves  migh t
be  adv isab le  to  avo id  sc ra tches  f rom a  ne rvous  pe t .

Second ly ,  Rewards  Work  Wonders .  A f te r  the  an imals
have both ca lmed a b i t  g ive them each a smal l  reward,
such  as  a  morse l  o f  some favo r i te  food .  Be  su re  to
g ive  the  dog  lo ts  o f  ve rba l  p ra ise  and  a f fec t ion  when
i t  i s  no t  ba rk ing  o r  t r y ing  to  ge t  to  the  new an ima l
as  th i s  w i l l  show the  dog  tha t  you  a re  accep t ing  o f
the  new pe t ’ s  p resence  and  you  expec t  h im to  be
also.  Repeat  th is  process several  t imes over  the course
of a week or so, until both animals seem fairly accustomed
to  the  p resence  o f  the  o the r  and  the i r  aggress ions
seem to  have  subs ided .  A t  th i s  po in t ,  you  a re  ready
to  move  on  to  the  nex t  s tep  and  t i p  number  th ree .

The  th i rd  t i p  to  soc ia l i z ing  your  an ima l  i s  Ge t  He lp .
Th is  s tep  w i l l  requ i re  an  ass is tan t  to  he lp  w i th  one
o f  the  an ima ls .  Have  the  ass is tan t  l eash  the  dog
and  ho ld  h im f i rm ly  on  a  ve ry  shor t  l eash .  A f te r
ins t ruc t ing  the  ass is tan t  to  ma in ta in  con t ro l  o f  t he
dog ,  open  the  pe t  ca r r ie r  and  b r ing  the  new pe t
ou t  ca re fu l l y .  Your  dog  w i l l  l i ke l y  move  towards
the  an ima l  so  be  su re  the  ass is tan t  has  the  dog
he ld  t i gh t l y  and  be  ca re fu l  no t  to  l e t  the  new pe t



pan ic  and  escape
your grasp. Gradually
b r ing  them c lose r
together and let them
calmly adapt to each
others presence. Repeat
this step several times
over  the  nex t  few
days and by the end
o f  the  week ,  these
two animals should
be  l i ke  o ld  chums.

Another tip to remember
in socia l iz ing your
pe ts  i s  tha t ,  wh i le
the  an ima ls  mos t
l i ke l y  won ’ t  make
an instant attachment
to each other, there
are  those  spec ia l
picture perfect moments

tha t  you  w i l l  wan t  to  cher i sh  a  l i f e t ime .  So  keep  the
camera  handy  and  loaded  w i th  f i lm .  The  cand id  sho ts
o f  t ra in ing  a t  i t s  bes t  p rov ide  memor ies  tha t  w i l l
l as t  fo rever .  Few th ings  a re  more  fun  than  look ing
a t  a  p i c tu re  o f  your  dog  w i th  an  iguana  r id ing  a round
the  room perched  on  h i s  back  and  te l l i ng  a  l i t t l e
wh i te  l i e  tha t  you  taugh t  the  two  o f  them to  do  tha t .

Our  F i f th  and  f i na l  po in t  i s  remember  tha t  j us t  l i ke
humans ,  no t  eve ryone  i s  go ing  to  ge t  a long .  There
w i l l  be  days  where  the  dog  and  the  ca t  a re  go ing  to
feud  o r  the  iguana  w i l l  ge t  can tankerous  and  s lap
the  dog  w i th  h i s  ta i l  f o r  the  fun  o f  i t .  Some an ima ls
were  jus t  never  mean t  to  l i ve  in  ha rmony  bu t  w i th  a
lo t  o f  pa t ience  and  a  l i t t l e  d i rec t ion  you  can  make
your  househo ld  fa i r l y  peaceab le  mos t  o f  the  t ime .
When  th ings  go  sour ,  j us t  take  i t  i n  s t r i de  and  pu t
the  an ima ls  i n  the i r  separa te  a reas  fo r  a  b i t  and ,
g i ven  a  coo l ing  pe r iod ,  they  w i l l  be  f r i ends  aga in  in
no  t ime .

Wi th  these  s imp le  t i ps  you  can  be  ce r ta in  tha t  l i f e
a round  your  home w i l l  be  much  more  ha rmon ious
and  you  m igh t  j us t  have  a  b i t  more  respec t  fo r  Noah
and  h is  A rk .

For  o the  in fo rmat i ve  a r t i c les  f rom I  Love  Dogs  v i s i t :

ht tp: / / information. i - love-dogs.com/dog-art ic les/dog-
b e h a v i o r /  L
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W E  F O U N D
H O M E S

We found

our
reason

for  l i fe
In  the
eyes

of   our
dogs



Teca and Taco are two seniors looking for
a home together.  They have been together
most of their life and love each other very
much.  Its twice the fun with these two.
They need a very quiet home with only
one person and no children - they get along
well but are not happy with transition of
kids running up to them.  They would love
to cuddle with that special parent and
spend time just being loved and giving
love in return. If interested contact
chloemew@yahoo.com.

Slipper is the cutest little chi.  He has
the longest legs and all four have little
white stocking on them.  His face is as
delicate as they come and all he wants
it to be loved and to be close to some-
one.  He loves a lot of attention and
would love a special parent to just let
him be the center of life. If interested con-
tact chloemew@yahoo.com.

Zoe is a young aussie/sammie mix.  So-
cial, does well on leash and very loving.
She would love an active family to spend
her time with.  Loves other dogs but she
is a very active dog full of energy. I f you
are interested contact Tina at
chloemew@yahoo.com

Please
d o

not  buy
a  dog
in  a
pe t

s to re
when
the re
are  so

many of
u s

look ing
for

homes
in  rescue

Featu red  Pe ts

Little Ginger is one lovingbaby.  She
will sit onyour shoulder as you walk
around and loves to get lots of kisses
and will give them too. Please contact
Tina  if you are interested at
chloemew@yahoo.com

Tilly is a sweet little terrier mix six month
old.  She jsut loves everything and every-
body, dogs cats whatever.  She just wants
a family of her own.  Please contact Tina
if you are interested at.
chloemew@yahoo.com



I  woke  th i s  morn ing  in  a  s t range  p lace
w i th  l o ts  o f  no ise

Yes te rday  I  was  in  my  warm bed  a t  home
snugg led  w i th  my  toys

I  am no t  su re  how I  go t  he re ,  bu t   I  f ee l  a
huge  sense  o f  d read

The  sme l l s  he re  a re  no t  good  and  I  hear
o the rs  ta l k ing  abou t  “ the  room”…. .

I  l ook  a round  and  I  see  o the rs  sad  l i ke
me,  o the rs  hope fu l….and  some p lay ing

My roommate  has  no  ha i r ,  she  i s  ea ten
up  w i th  mange  and  has  a  ho r r id  wound

on  her  back  ,  t hey  say  she  was
abused . . she  too  i s  sca red

I  hear  cough ing  and  wor ry  I  w i l l  ge t
s i ck ,  some here  have  a  ve ry  bad  s i ckness

and  some a re  dy ing

I  hear  peop le  wa lk ing  a round  and  I  hang
my head ,  i t  a l l  seems so  co ld . . .

I  f ee l  so  a lone

Wonder ing  wha t  happened  to  my
yes te rdays  o f  l i f e ,  my  fami l y ,  my  toys

T imes  a re  rough  I  had  heard  them
say . .he  i s  too  much  t roub le  was  the

response ,  he  chewed my  shoe  ano ther
vo ice  sa id ,  and  now here  I  am

I  am con fused…. .bu t  my  roommate
nuzz les  me in  comfo r t

I  g row l  a t  a  pe rson  look ing  be tween  the
bars  tha t  separa te  us  and  a  kenne l   and  a

worke r  comes  to  pu t  a  s ign  on  my  cage

I t  says  I  am a  ag ress ive . . I  am no t   …
have  never  b i t t en  anyone . . I  have  los t  my

home,  am scared ,   and  in  a  s t range
p lace . . .Do  no t  they  no t  unders tand?

Two days  I  l i ve  in  fea r ,  shak ing ,  a f ra id ,
sca red ,  and  my   roommate  comfo r t s  me

Others  dogs  ta l k  o f  my  dea th  now su re  to
come . .  I  can  on ly  go  to  rescue  and they
are  fu l l . . . and  who  wou ld  wan t  me and
they  a l l  l augh  a t  the  swee t  g i r l  i n  w i th

me

Then  a  woman comes  and  knee ls  by  the
door ,  qu ie t  . . . l ook ing . . .  sm i l i ng . . .

Take  us?   Take  us  where?

Are  the  s to r ies  t rue?   A re  the re  no  more
yes te rdays  fo r  me?   Am I  go ing  to  the

room?  No  more  tomor rows?

They  pu t  l eashes  a round  our  necks  and  I
hang  my  head  wa i t i ng  fo r  the  f i na l

wa lk . . .  i ns tead . . . .

They  lead  me to  an  o f f i ce  and  the re  i s
tha t  woman aga in . . .She  smi les  a t  us  and

takes  the  leads

I  am no t  go ing  to  the  room….She  takes
me to  he r  ca r  where  we  bo th  ge t  a  t rea t

Once  in  the  ca r  I  f ee l  he r  hand  touch  my
back  and  the  head  o f  my

roommate . . .and  she  s imp ly  says

Wel l  l i t t l e  bab ies  you  a re  coming   to  The
S a n c t u a r y

We w i l l  he lp  you  and  teach  you  and  f i nd
you  a  home

You a re  no t  aggress ive  you  a re  jus t
a f ra id  and  your  f r i end  jus t  needs  love

She  was  r igh t…. .
Three  mon ths  o f  he r  l ove

And  I  am f ind ing  my  yes te rdays  and  my
tomoro rw  i n  a  new home.

Palena

Please do not  buy a  dog
f r om a  Pet  Stor e ,  rescue one

f rom a rescue.

She says  no th ing  bu t  knee ls  the re  w i th
tea rs  in  he r  eyes . .Then  she  smi les  and  says

I  w i l l  t ake  them bo th

Yeste rdays  f rom A Dogs  V iew



RUSTY FINDS HIS NEW HOME...

No th ing  i s  more  exc i t i ng  than
when a senior  gets  a  new home.

Rusty had lived a very pampered
life with his mom for many years.
Then  she  go t  s i ck  and  passed
away.

Rusty was in a world of confusion
and went  in to  a depress ion.

This was one sweet  o ld boy who
loved  to  p lease   and  was  very
obedient,  housetrained, walked
wel l  on  a  leash and was used to
being in the spotlight of his owner.

When he  came here  he  had  to
learn that many are in the spotlight
and i t  took h im t ime to get  used
to  i t .   I  knew he  wou ld  l i ve  h is
l i fe  out  here .

Then Kev in  to ld  me that  Rusty
was go ing to  be h is  pro jec t  and
he would work hard to f ind him
a home.  Shortly thereafter Tina
sent  me appl icat ion f rom Hope
fo r  Rus ty.   I  was  in  Heaven  to
say  the  leas t .

Af ter  ta lk ing to  Hope I  knew i t
was going to be the perfect home
as  d id  her  ve t  and  her  f r i ends
that  Kev in  ta lked to .

This was a happy ending.  Someone
who knows that seniors or special
needs are great companions and
our  Rus ty  back  to  be ing  in  the
spot l igh t  o f  h is  moms eyes.

P lease th ink  o f  your  pe ts  when
making a wi l l  or  a planof act ion
shou ld  someth ing  happen.   We
often forget such things, but our
pets  are l ike our  ch i ldren.
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Our main pass ion at  the Sanctuary
is special needs dogs.  Whether blind,
deaf,  three legs, or chal lenged in any
way,  they are  the pr ior i ty  here.

Hey  everyone  i t s  Becker.   You  saw
me las t  mon th  when  I  go t  he re .   I t s
been a tough month.  I  was sick when
I  go t  here  and had a  lo t  o f  mange.   I
am s t i l l  recover ing  f rom a  very  bad
respiratory infection.  But good things
are happening too.   I  am learn ing to
ge t  a round  be t te r  and  how to  s tand
on  my  back  legs .   I  need  a  lo t  o f
therapy but I am doing so much better.
Mom calls me a little kangaroo because
I can jump on my hind legs.

My  name i s  Lucy.   I  came w i th  one
o f  my  ch i ld ren  who  i s  a f ra id  o f  the
wor ld  and  o lde r  too  l i ke  me.   I  am
part ia l ly  b l ind in one eye and have a
bad  leg  in  the  back .   I  do  no t  have
as many phys ica l  spec ia l  needs l ike
Becker  o r  Lucky  bu t  I  have  spec ia l
needs in that  I  am going bl ind in one
eye  and  i t  i s  c rea t ing  some i ssues
fo r  me.   I  am loved  here  and  ge t
lots of  good things to eat and attention
and  f i na l l y  am ge t t i ng  the  ha i r  on
my back  g row ing  in .   I  am a  p re t t y
g i r l  they  te l l  me.   One day someone
might just want an older girl that loves
at tent ion to l ive wi th them.

Wel l ,  i ts Lucky here.   I  lost  my front
leg and then I  los t  my home.   I t  hard
fo r  me somet imes  to  ge t  a round .   I
am o lde r  and  they  jus t  found  ou t  I
have  a  b i t  o r  a r th r i t i s  i n  my  good
f ront  shoulder.   I  am get t ing t reated
for it and am doing well here.  Everyone
had  sa id  I  was  a  b i t  un t rus twor thy
bu t  mom had  a  ta l k  w i th  me and  I
am a perfect gentleman with everyone.
We are a l l  thankfu l  that  we are here.

Can you help our mom  continue with
spec ia l  needs?  I f  you  wan t  you  can
donate to Sarefuge@aol.com through
paypa l .   Or  look  a t  our  w ish  l i s t  fo r
th ings  we  need  as  we  s tay  here  a
long t ime.

B E C K E R

LUCY

LUCKY
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When we received the email for help,
we waited to see if he would get help.
Af ter  receiv ing the p lea again af ter
much t ime passed, we agreed to take
him in.  We now have this sweet love
o f  a  boy  tha t  has  endured  way  too
much.   He  needs  much  bu t  he  w i l l
heal .   H is  burn wounds might  leave
a  scar  -  bu t  h i s  hear t  w i l l  be  born
again.

THANKS T O ALL  WHO MADE
IT POSSIBLE FOR HYPHEMA

T O BE SAVED  FOR THOSE
THA T  PAID HIS BOARDING
WHILE TRYING  TO FIND A

PLACE AND FOR THOSE THA T
SAW THE LOVE THIS DOG

POSSESSES.

I t  i s  be l ieved  tha t  Hyphema was  se t
on  f i re .   The  wounds  on  h is  back  a re
no t  on ly  hard  to  look  a t  bu t  when  one
imag ines  the  pa in  tha t  he  has  been
through i t  sends shivers down my spine.
I do not think that I  wi l l  ever understand
the  c rue l t y  o f    peop le  bu t  even  more
so  the  undy ing  and  unwaver ing  t rus t
and  love  o f  a  dog .   He  i s  b l ind  in  one
eye  and  dea f .
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Big Mack for  Cats
Yield:  About  10 cups |  Serv ing Size:  1/2 Cup
1 1/2 pounds mackerel  f i l lets or sardines ( fresh, i f
possible,  or  f rozen, never canned)
1/2 pound green beans,  coarsely  chopped
1/2 pound carrots ,  coarsely  chopped
1/2 pound celery,  coarsely chopped
1 tab lespoon kelp powder
4 to 6 cups spr ing water
Combine al l  ingredients in a stainless steel pot with enough
water to cover.  Br ing to boi l ,  then lower the heat and
simmer for 30 minutes, or unt i l  the carrots are tender.
Remove from the heat and let  cool.  With an electr ic hand
mixer or a food processor blend al l  the ingredients
(working in batches) in to a puree. Using plast ic
containers,  make up meal-s ized port ions and freeze
whatever you won’t  use within 2 days.

Sweet ie ’s  Turkey P ie  in  a  Pot
Yield:  8  cups /  Serv ing Size:  (below)
Dog ’s  Weight Tota l  Dai ly  Port ion
Up to  10 pounds 1 to  1  ½ cups
11 to  20 pounds 2 to  3  cups
21 to  40 pounds 4 cups
For each addi t ional  20 pounds,  add 2 cups.  Remember,  a l l
pets are individuals, so let your intui t ion and observat ions
guide you.
1 pound ground turkey
¼ pound organic l iver (ei ther turkey or chicken)
¼ pound whole oats
¼ pound sweet  potatoes,  coarse ly  chopped
¼ pound celery,  coarsely chopped
2 tab lespoons ke lp powder
2 tablespoons dr ied oregano
4 to 6 cups spr ingwater
Combine al l  of the ingredients in a stainless steel pot with
enough water to cover.  Br ing to a boi l ,  then lower the heat
and simmer for 30 minutes, or unt i l  the barley is soft .
Remove from the heat and let  cool.  With an electr ic hand
mixer,  or  using a food processor and working in batches,
blend al l  the ingredients into a nice puree. Using Ziploc
bags or plast ic yogurt  containers,  make up meal-s ized
port ions and freeze whatever you won’t  use within 3 or 4
days.

AND FOR OUR CATS

We wish  to  thank  Ha lo  Pure ly  Pets
fo r  the i r  commi tment  to  an ima ls  in

she l te rs  and resues
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Canine Distemper in Dogs
and Puppies
Symptoms,  Diagnosis ,  Tr eatment

Can ine  d i s temper  i s  a  d i sease  o f  dogs  wh ich  i s  v i ra l  i n  o r ig in .
I t  is  part icular ly common in shel ter,  rescue or pet shop si tuat ions
where  many  dogs  and  pupp ies  a re  housed  toge the r  i n  c lose
con f inemen t .

Though  a l l  dogs  a re  suscep t ib le  to  can ine  d i s temper,  pupp ies
are most  l i ke ly  to  be in fec ted.  Whi le  o lder  dogs can be in fec ted
as wel l ,  o f ten more mature dogs have developed some immuni ty
fo r  the  d i sease .

Can ine  d i s temper  v i rus  i s  sp read  f rom one  dog  to  ano the r
pr imar i ly  th rough resp i ra tory  secre t ions which are  aeroso l ized
when  an  in fec ted  dog  coughs .

Symptoms o f  Can ine  D is temper V i rus
Dogs  a f fec ted  w i th  can ine  d i s temper  genera l l y  s ta r t  ou t  w i th
a thick discharge from the eyes and the nose, elevated temperature,
lack  o f  appe t i t e ,  cough ing  and  pneumon ia .  As  the  d i sease
progresses ,  symptoms such  as  vomi t i ng  and  d ia r rhea  may  be
seen .  Ca l lus ing  o f  the  nose  and  the  foo t  pads  may  occur  as
we l l  and  th i s  has  led  to  the  name “ha rd  pad  d i sease” .

The f ina l  s tages  o f  the  d isease invo lve  neuro log ica l  symptoms
wh ich  may  inc lude  snapp ing  o f  the  jaws ,  se i zu res ,  musc le
t remors ,  i ncoord ina t ion  and  p ro found  weakness .  O f ten  the
neuro log ica l  symptoms do  no t  occur  fo r  one  to  th ree  weeks
fo l low ing  the  in i t i a l  symptoms,  lead ing  to  the  impress ion  tha t
the  dog  has  recovered  and  then  worsened .

Can ine  d i s temper  v i rus  may  become fa ta l  du r ing  any  s tage
o f  the  d i sease  p rocess  o r  the  dog  may  recover,  e i the r  fu l l y
o r  pa r t i a l l y.  Some dogs  wh ich  have  recovered  f rom can ine
d is temper  have  pe rmanen t  neuro log ica l  de f i c i t s .

Diagnos is  o f  D is temper  in  Dogs  and Pupp ies
Diagnos ing can ine d is temper  re l ies  to  a  large extent  on c l in ica l
s igns,  vacc inat ion  h is tory  and exposure  potent ia l .  Whi le  b lood
test ing can be helpfu l  in  the diagnosis,  c l in ical  s igns compat ib le
wi th  can ine d is temper  usua l ly  lead to  a  h igh index o f  susp ic ion
tha t  can ine  d is temper  v i rus  in fec t ion  i s  the  co r rec t  d iagnos is .
Other test ing which may yield results specif ic to canine distemper
v i rus  in fec t ion  a re  ce rebrosp ina l  ana lys is  and  b iopsy  o f  “ha rd
pad”  l es ions .



Tr eatment  o f  Can ine  D is temper V i rus  In fec t ion
Trea tmen t  o f  d i s temper  i n  dogs  re l i es  heav i l y  on  suppor t i ve  t rea tmen t
and  t rea tmen t  o f  i nd i v idua l  symptoms in  an  a t tempt  to  g i ve  the  dog ’s
na tu ra l  immune  de fenses  a  chance  to  f i gh t  o f f  t he  d i sease .  Spec i f i c
t rea tmen t  may  invo lve :

· an t ib io t i cs ,  due  to  pneumon ia  be ing  p resen t
· b ronchod i la to rs  to  he lp  open  a i rways  and  make  b rea th ing

e a s i e r
· f lu id therapy to bat t le  dehydrat ion,  especia l ly  where vomit ing

and /o r  d ia r rhea  a re  p resen t

Prevent ion  o f  D is temper  in  Dogs  and Pupp ies  Through
Vacc ina t i on
Current ly  ava i lab le  vacc ines aga ins t  can ine d is temper  v i rus  are  ex t remely
e f fec t ive  in  p revent ing  in fec t ion  w i th  the  can ine  d is temper  v i rus .  Pupp ies
a re  no rma l l y  s ta r ted  on  can ine  d i s temper  vacc ines  when  they  a re  s i x  to
e igh t  weeks  o ld .  Vacc ines  aga ins t  can ine  d i s temper  shou ld  be  repea ted
every  two  to  fou r  weeks  un t i l  t he  puppy  has  reached  the  age  o f  14 -16
weeks  o f  age .
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WAIT DON'T FORGET
ABOUT US

Fel ine  Pan leukopen ia
(D i s temper )

What  i s  d i s temper?

D is temper  i s  an  o ld  te rm tha t  has  been
used  fo r  a  fe l i ne  d i sease ,  based  on  a
somewhat  s im i la r  d i sease  in  dogs .  I t
is more properly known as Feline Panleukopenia.
The word “panleukopenia” means a decrease
in  the  number  o f  a l l  o f  t he  wh i te  b lood
cells. The feline disease, “Panleukopenia,”
i s  a  d isease tha t  causes  the  wh i te  b lood
ce l l  coun t  to  fa l l  f a r  be low norma l .

Since whi te b lood cel ls  are important  in defending a cat  against  infect ions
and  d i sease ,  th i s  makes  the  ca t  ve ry  vu lne rab le  to  o the r  i n fec t ions .  In
add i t i on  to  caus ing  a  l ow  wh i te  b lood  ce l l  coun t ,  t h i s  d i sease  a l so
causes  severe  damage  to  the  l i n ing  o f  the  s tomach  and  in tes t ines .

Pan leukopen ia  i s  caused  by  a  v i rus  o f  the  Parvov i rus  fami l y.  I t  i s
re la ted  to  the  v i rus  tha t  causes  Parvo  in  dogs ,  wh ich  a l so  has  s im i la r
c l in ica l  s igns .

The  v i rus  i s  shed  in  a l l  body  sec re t ions ,  pa r t i cu la r l y  feces ,  o f  i n fec ted
ca ts .  I t  can  be  inges ted  d i rec t l y  o r  t rans fe r red  to  a suscep t ib le  ca t
via contaminated water,  feed bowls, or even on shoes. The incubat ion
per iod  f rom in fec t ion  un t i l  c l i n i ca l  s igns  deve lop  i s  t yp i ca l l y  3
to  5  days ,  se ldom longer  than  a  week .



There  i s  some va r ia t i on ,  bu t  t yp i ca l l y  ca ts  exper ience  a
ve ry  deep  depress ion  o r  l i s t l essness  wh ich  may  p rog ress
to  co l l apse .  Vomi t i ng  and  d ia r rhea  a re  f requen t ,  and  the
d ia r rhea  may  be  wa te ry  and  con ta in  b lood .  The  ha i r  coa t
quickly becomes dul l  and rough, and the skin loses i t  elast ic i ty
due  to  dehydra t ion .  O f ten  ca ts  w i th  pan leukopen ia  have
other infect ions because their immune system is compromised.

As  fo r  mos t  v i ra l  d i seases ,  the re  i s  no  spec i f i c  t rea tmen t
tha t  k i l l s  the  v i rus .  The  secondary  i n fec t ions  tha t  usua l l y
occur  a re  t rea ted  w i th  an t ib io t i cs .  Dehydra t ion  and  shock
are l i fe-threatening components of panleukopenia; intravenous
f lu id  therapy and in tense nurs ing  is  c r i t i ca l  to  cont ro l  them.
Drugs  a re  a l so  g i ven  to  con t ro l  vomi t i ng  and  d ia r rhea .
Some ca ts  do  no t  recover  f rom th i s  d i sease ,  bu t  many  w i l l
i f  agg ress ive  suppor t i ve  the rapy  i s  g i ven .

Fortunately excel lent  vaccines are avai lable and are rout inely
recommended  by  ve te r ina r ians  as  pa r t  o f  a  vacc ina t ion
program.  The immuni ty  confer red by panleukopenia  vacc ine
is  genera l l y  s t rong  and  long- las t i ng ,  bu t  i t  dec reases  w i th
t ime .  Annua l  boos te rs  a re  h igh ly  recommended .

Once  the  v i rus  runs  i t s  cou rse ,  the  l i n ing  o f  the  s tomach
and intest ines recovers quick ly wi thout  scarr ing.  In addi t ion,
the  bone  mar row p roduces  new wh i te  b lood  ce l l s  to  rep lace
those  tha t  were  los t .  The  ca t  recovers  comp le te l y.

How do  I  d i s in fec t  my  house?

Since the panleukopenia virus is difficult to kill, most disinfectants
are not effective. Veterinarians, shelters, and rescue organizations
recommend that dis infect ing is best accompl ished by cleaning
food  bow ls ,  wa te r  bow ls ,  and  o the r  con tamina ted  i t ems
wi th  a  so lu t i on  o f  one  cup  o f  ch lo r ine  b leach  in  a  ga l l on  o f
water  (33 ml  in  1  l i te r  o f  water ) .  I t  i s  impor tant  that  ch lor ine
b leach  be  used  because  mos t  v i ruc ida l  d i s in fec tan ts  w i l l
no t  k i l l  the  pan leukopen ia  v i rus .

KEEP
US SAFE



A Rescuer’ s  Prayer
By  Unknown

Now I  lay  me down to  res t ,
p ray  my sou l  can  s tand  th is  tes t

Of  watch ing  c r i t te rs  lose  a  home,
Whi le  owners  g r ipe  and c ry  and moan.

I  long  fo r  s t reng th  o f  sp i r i t  and
I  p ray  they ’ l l  f i nd  a  home aga in ,

Where  they  w i l l  know a  lov ing  hear t .
I  can ’ t  do  much,  bu t  i t s  a  s ta r t . . .

And spare  me f rom the  owner’ s  p leas
About  the  baby ’s  a l le rg ies ,

Or  how they ’ re  mov ing  ou t  o f  s ta te ,
Or  sp i te fu lness  be tween ca t  and  mate .
P lease keep me sane wh i le  dea l ing  w i th

The woman who bought  as  a  g i f t ,
A  wr igg l ing t iny  ba l l  o f  f lu f f

That  now is  p lay ing  way  too  rough.

Remind  me I  shou ld  b i te  my l ip
When conf ron ted  w i th ,  “he  g rew too  qu ick , ”

” I  d idn ’ t  know he ’d  ge t  so  la rge , ”
”He seems to  th ink  tha t  he ’s  in  charge . ”

Pro tec t  my hear t  when I  hear  them say,
” I  th ink  we ’ l l  b reed  our  dog  one day. ”
Somet imes I  th ink  i t ’ l l  b reak  in  two;
Each day  b r ings  t r ia ls  harsh  and new

And i f  I  d ie  be fo re  I  wake,
I  p ray  one  hope less  sou l  you ’ l l  take .
My tears  a re  gone,  my fa i th  i s  bare .

So p lease  hear  my rescue prayer.



Sanc tuary  Wish  L is t

Become  a  Sanc tuary  He lper
Would  you  l i ke  a  pe t  bu t  can ' t  have  one?   Wou ld  you  l i ke  to  he lp  the  Sanc tuary  con t inue
to  he lp  those  an ima ls  in  d i re  need?   Wou ld  you  l i ke  to  jus t  make  a  d i f fe rence  in  the  l i f e
o f  an  an ima l?   Jo in  our  sponsors  a t  the  var ious  leve ls  and  he lp  us  con t inue  the  work  we
s t r i ve  so  hard  to  do .   A  sma l l  dona t ion  makes  a  HUGE d i f fe rence  in  the  l i f e  o f  an
an ima l  fac ing   no  l i f e  a t  a l l .   Dona te  now and  jo in  our  g roup  o f  Sanc tuary  F r iends  v ia
paypa l  a t  SARefuge@aol .com or  v ia  ma i l  to  Sanc tuary  An ima l  Re fuge ,  210  N Pa lomino
St ree t ,  C lew is ton  F l  33440 .

a $5 .00
donat ion

he lps  a  dog
get

vac inated

a  $25 .00
donat ion

he lps  a  dog
get

i ts  f lea/
heartworm
prevent ion

a  $75 .00
donat ion

he lps  a  dog
get

spayed/
neuterd

a  $150 .00
donat ion

he lps  a  dog
get  i t  a l l

 for  a  month

a  $10 .00
donat ion

he lps  a  dog
eat for
a week
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SIMPLE NEEDS

Bleach
 Paper  Towe ls

 Dry  Fod
 Caned  Food
 Shampoos
 B lanke ts
Wormers

 F lea /T ick  Preven ta t i ves
Trea ts

Co l l a rs
Leashes

Cat  L i t te r
Vacc ines
Nus tock

NOT SO SIMPLE NEEDS

Fenc ing
D og Houses

Cat  T rees
Dog Beds
Cat  Beds

Storage   Sheds
Rid ing  Lawnmower

P o o l s
Garden  Hoses

Go l f  Car ts
C o n c r e t e

V a n

WE ARE PRAYING FOR
Gran t  Wr i te r
W e b D e s i g n e r



Thank ing those that  he lp . . .

Targe t  S to res
www.target.com
Boca  Raton  and
Boyn ton  Beach ,
F L

Dogs  a re  our  l i nk   to  Parad ise .   They  don ' t  know
ev i l  o r  jea lousy  o r  d iscon ten t .   To  s i t  w i th  a  dog  on

a  h i l l s ide  on  a  g lo r ius  a f te rnoon i s  to  be  back  in
Eden,  where  do ing  no th ing  was  no t  bor ing ,  i t  was

peace . . . . . . .M i lan  Kundera


