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Remmi Comes Home

Th is  poo r  guy  came in to  the  she l te r  so
seve re l y  ma t ted  tha t  he  cou ld  no t  see .
He  cou ld  ba re l y  ea t  and  he  cou ld  ha rd l y
even have a  bowel l  movement .  A l l  o f  h is
nai ls were embedded into his feet .  He was
shaved  down  and  go t  h i s  na i l s  cu t .  He
is  i n  need  o f  rescue .  We th ink  he  may  be
abou t  5  years  o ld .  Pho tos  a re  a t tached .
Jamie  Mar t inez

Thanks  to  the  hard  work  o f  Jamie
and  the  s ta f f  o f  Deka lb  Remmi  i s
now here at  the Sanctuary.   I ts hard
to  imag ine tha t  someone cou ld  le t
their dog get in this condit ion.

Remmi is a sweet boy that just wants
to  be  loved .   For  so  long  he  cou ld
barely eat, see, have bodily functions
or  walk .   I f  you look a t  the p ic ture
of  h is  ha i r  cu t  you can see that  the
bulk came off in one piece.  Imagine
trying to walk with the matts so tight
you can't move without hurting yourself.
Along with Remmi came two others
l ike him and 11 other special needs.

Kudos  to  Jamie  and  the  gang  fo r
he lp ing  th is  boy  and  mak ing  sure
he  go t  in to  rescue .   I f  you  wou ld
like more info on Remmi please contact
Tina   a t  c  h loemeow@yahoo.com.
I f  you  wou ld  l i ke  to  he lp  w i th  h is
care  you  can  dona te  v ia  paypa l  to
SARefuge@aol.com.
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I  may  be  a  sen io r  and  I  may  be
blind in one eye but I am one active
l i t t le  boy.   I  love  to  g ive  k isses
and follow you all over and I have
learned  to  sneak  be tween  your
feet to try and get out of my room.
I love to be held all the time.  And
well everyone says I am as handsome
as they come.

I  am a  l i t t l e  g i r l  t ha t  was  in  a
b ig  mess.   I  had been hur t  and
wel l  I  had a f racture in one leg
and a dislocated hip on the other
side.  Thanks to Aunt ie Connie
she  go t  me to  the  ve t .   I  now
have one leg taped to my tummy
and the  o ther  taped  to  he lp  i t
heal .   I  may not  be a puppy but
I am a middle aged girl who hopes
one day to  have a home.   Mom
Palena says I sound very feminine

I am a scared boy.  I  Cower
when anyone comes near me.
I am a young boy but no one
wanted me as I  was unable
to trust.   I  am not agressive
I  jus t  need some pat ience.
In the past  two weeks over
20  dogs  have  come to  the
Sanc tuary  a l l  i n  need .   I f
you  wou ld  l i ke  to  he lp  us
here  you   can  v ia   paypa l
to          SARefuge@aol.com
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Scooter is enjoying her chair
and races like the win all over
the  p lace .   She  has  lea rned
to go forwards and backwards
and can turn on a dime.  Now
she hopes in the nerar future
to f ind a home of her own.

H i  guys ,  i t s  me D iku .   I
have been feel ing k ind of
bad lately as the newsletter
is  a lways about  the dogs.
I have several brothers and
s is te rs  tha t  a re  no t  dogs ,
they  are  ca ts .   They were
te l l ing me the newslet ter
is nice but why are the cats
never  in  i t .   Th is  month  I
decided to talk to my Auntie
and tell her that to celebrate
the Fourth of  Ju ly  we had
to  g ive  F reedom to  ca ts .
She d id  l is ten so here are
a  few o f  the  15  ca ts  tha t
we  rescued .   The  k i t tens
will be availalbe for adoption
soon,  and I  just  could not
le t  the  pregnant  mom get
los t  i n  an ima l  con t ro l  o r
have her babies there and
the others just had to come.
We took  in  ano ther  mom
with babies and a litt le one
that has been in foster for
a couple of weeks as i t  has
to be fed by hand.   I woiuld
have  taken  more  bu t  my
Auntie said that was enough.
A l though  we do  no t  do  a
lo t  o f  ca ts  we s t i l l  t ake  a
few in.  When we move we
want to take an acre of land
and build a feral cat colony
for the feral cats we already
have  and   so  we  can  he lp
the  commun i ty  the re .   I f
you  wou ld  l i ke  to  adop t
one of our cats or are interested
in help ing my moms Tina
and Kathy ra ise the funds
fo r  the  ca t  co lony  a t  ou r
new p lace p lease contact
Tina (chloemew@yahoo.com)
or Kathy (mugwaig@yahoo.com).
Thanks  and enjoy the pictures.
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We wish  to  thank  Ha lo  Pure ly  Pets
fo r  the i r  commi tment  to  an ima ls  in

she l te rs  and resues

Orig ina l  Halo Spot ’ s  Stew rec ipe,  don’ t  be af ra id  to
subst i tu te  turkey!

Y ield:  About 8 Cups
2 ½ pounds whole chicken
¼ cup chopped fresh gar l ic
1 cup green peas
1 cup coarsely  chopped carrots
½ cup coarse ly  chopped sweet  potato
½ cup coarsely chopped zucchini
½ cup coarsely chopped yel low squash
½ cup coarsely  chopped green beans
½ cup coarsely chopped celery
1 tab lespoon kelp powder
1 tablespoon dr ied rosemary
11 to 16 cups spr ing water

For  dogs  on ly:  Add  8  ounces  who le  bar ley  and  6  ounces
ro l led  oa ts ,  and  ad jus t  the  wa te r  con ten t  to  a  to ta l  o f  16
cups or  enough to cover  the ingredients (According to Halo
Veterinarian, Dr. Donna Spector, cats require zero carbohydrate
content in their diet, so this would be an unnecessary addit ion
for  cats) .

Ins t ruct ions:  Combine a l l  o f  the ingred ients  in  a  10-quar t
stockpot (stainless steel,  please) with enough water to cover.
Br ing  to  a  bo i l ,  then  tu rn  down the  heat  as  low as  poss ib le
and s immer  fo r  2  hours  ( the  car ro ts  shou ld  be  qu i te  so f t  a t
the end of the cooking t ime). Remove from the heat,  let  cool,
and  debone  the  ch icken .  Wi th  an  e lec t r i c  hand  mixer,  o r
using a food processor and working in batches, b lend al l  the
ingred ien ts  in to  a  n ice  puree ;  the  s tew shou ld  be  s l i gh t l y
th icker  fo r  dogs  and  more  soupy  fo r  ca ts .  Us ing  z ip  lock
bags or plastic yogurt containers, make up meal-sized portions.
Ref r igera te  what  you ’ l l  need fo r  th ree  days  and f reeze the
rest .  Be sure and seek your  pet ’s  adv ice (and your  vet ’s)  on
ideal meal sizes.

Serving Size: Amounts wi l l  vary depending on age, act iv i ty
level ,  current  heal th,  weight ,  and season,  but  here are some
gu ide l ines :  The  average  adu l t  ca t  w i l l  ea t  rough ly  1  cup  a
day.
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These were sent  to  me by a  fe l low rescuer  and dear  f r iend I
could n ot help but post them.  Not sure who was more curious
in the top picture the f ish or  the dog.  Ei ther way i t  was a fun
day and a great way to enjoy the summer heat.
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Coccid ia  (Cocc id ios is) :  A Cause of  D iar rhea

Coccidia are small one-celled organisms)that live in the intestinal
t racts of  dogs and cats.  They cause disease most commonly in
puppies and kittens less than six months of age, in adult animals
whose  immune sys tem is  suppressed ,  o r  in  an ima ls  who a re
stressed in other ways (e.g.; change in ownership, other disease
present) .

In dogs and cats, most coccidia are of the genus called Isospora.
I sospora  can is  and  I .  oh ioens is  a re  the  spec ies  mos t  o f ten
encountered in  dogs.  Regardless of  which species is  present ,
we genera l l y  re fe r  to  the  d isease as  cocc id ios is .  As  a  puppy
ages,  he tends to develop a natura l  immuni ty  to  the ef fects of
coccid ia.  As an adul t ,  he may carry coccid ia in h is intest ines,
and shed the cyst in the feces, but experience no i l l  ef fects.
How are coccidia t ransmit ted?

A puppy is not born with the coccidia organisms in his intestine.
However,  once born ,  the  puppy is  f requent ly  exposed to  h is
mother’ s  feces ,  and  i f  the  mother  i s  shedd ing  the  in fec t i ve
cys ts  in  her  feces ,  then the  young an imals  w i l l  l i ke ly  inges t
them and coccidia will develop within the young animal’s intestines.
S ince  young  pupp ies ,  usua l l y  those  less  than  s ix  months  o f
age,  have no immuni ty  to  cocc id ia ,  the organisms reproduce
in great numbers and parasi t ize the young animal ’s intest ines.
Oftent imes, this has severe effects.

F rom exposure  to  the  cocc id ia  in  feces  to  the  onse t  o f  the
il lness is about 13 days. Most puppies who are i l l  from coccidia
a re ,  the re fo re ,  two  weeks  o f  age  and  o lder.  A l though  mos t
infect ions are the resul t  of  spread f rom the mother,  th is is  not
always the case. Any infected puppy or k i t ten is contagious to
other puppies or kittens. In breeding faci l i t ies, shelters, animal
hospi ta ls ,  e tc . ,  i t  is  wise to  iso la te those in fected f rom those
that  are not .

What  are  the symptoms of  cocc id ios is?

The pr imary  s ign  o f  an  an ima l  su f fe r ing  w i th  cocc id ios is  i s
d ia r rhea .  The  d ia r rhea  may  be  mi ld  to  severe  depend ing  on
the level of infection. Blood and mucous may be present, especially
in advanced cases. Severely af fected animals may also vomit ,
lose their appeti te, become dehydrated, and in some instances,
die f rom the disease.

Most  in fec ted pupp ies  encountered by  the authors  are  in  the
four to twelve week age group.  The possib i l i ty  of  coccid iosis
should always be considered when a loose stool  or  d iarrhea is



encountered in this age group. A microscopic fecal exam by a veterinarian
wil l  detect the cysts confirming a diagnosis.

I t  should be ment ioned that  s t ress p lays a ro le  in  the development
of coccidiosis. I t  is not uncommon for a seemingly healthy puppy to
a r r i ve  a t  h i s  new home and  deve lop  d ia r rhea  severa l  days  la te r
leading to a diagnosis of  coccid ia.  I f  the puppy has been at  the new
home fo r  l ess  than  th i r teen  days ,  then  he  had  cocc id ia  be fo re  he
arrived. Remember, the incubation period (from exposure to i l lness)
i s  abou t  th i r teen  days .  I f  the  puppy  has  been  w i th  h is  new owner
severa l  weeks,  then the exposure to  cocc id ia  most  l ike ly  occurred
after the animal arr ived at the new home.

What  are  the r isks?

Al though many cases  are  mi ld ,  i t  i s  no t  uncommon to  see severe ,
b loody d iarrhea resul t  in  dehydrat ion and even death.  This is  most
common in  an ima ls  who  a re  i l l  o r  i n fec ted  w i th  o ther  paras i tes ,
bacteria, or viruses. Coccidiosis is very contagious, especially among
young puppies. Entire kennels may become contaminated, with puppies
of many age groups simultaneously affected.

What  is  the t reatment  o f  cocc id ios is?

Fortunately, coccidiosis is treatable. Drugs such as sulfadimethoxine
(Albon®) and trimethoprim-sulfadiazine (Tribrissen®) have been effective
in  the  t rea tment  and prevent ion  o f  cocc id ia .  Because these drugs
do not kill the organisms, but rather inhibit their reproduction capabilities,
el iminat ion of  coccidia f rom the intest ine is not rapid.  By stopping
the  ab i l i t y  o f  the  p ro tozoa  to  reproduce ,  t ime  i s  a l l owed fo r  the
puppy’s own immunity to develop and remove the organisms. Drug
treatments of  one to three weeks are usual ly required.

How is  cocc id ios is  prevented or  cont ro l led?

Because  cocc id ia  i s  sp read  by  the  feces  o f  ca r r ie r  an ima ls ,  i t  i s
very important to practice str ict sanitation. A ll  fecal material should
be removed.  Hous ing needs to  be such that  food and water  cannot
become contaminated wi th  feces.  Clean water  should be prov ided
at  a l l  t imes.  Most  d is infectants do not  work wel l  against  coccid ia;
incinerat ion of  the feces, and steam cleaning, immersion in boi l ing
wate r,  o r  a  10% ammon ia  so lu t ion  a re  the  bes t  methods  to  k i l l
coccidia. Coccidia can withstand freezing.

Cockroaches and f l ies  can mechan ica l ly  car ry  cocc id ia  f rom one
p lace  to  ano ther.  M ice  and  o ther  an ima ls  can  inges t  the  cocc id ia
and  when  k i l l ed  and  ea ten  by  a  dog ,  fo r  i ns tance ,  can  in fec t  the
dog. Therefore, insect and rodent control is very important in preventing
cocc id ios is .  The  cocc id ia  spec ies  o f  dogs  and  ca ts  do  no t  i n fec t
humans.



What it means to work
in rescue - While working
wi th  our  loca l  she l ter
handling fundraising, grant
writing, etc., I felt there
was more  tha t  I  cou ld
do. The more I got involved
in  rescue  and  saw the
huge numbers of animals
in need the more I realized
I  needed  to  do  more .
The volume of animals
being surrendered to county
animal control shelters
is booming. Vast numbers

of  an imals  were  tu rned away f rom our  loca l  she l te r  s ince i t  was
a lways  fu l l  so  I  knew tha t  I  needed  to  f i nd  rescue  g roups  tha t
would assist with these special creatures. I started working closely
with our local animal control shelter in trying to get as many animals
out as possible and working through community outreach to speak
to school groups and seek open communication with county officials
in  o rder  to  sugges t  o rd inance  changes  to  bene f i t  the  an ima ls .  I
p repared  a  l i s t  o f  loca l  g roups  to  p rov ide  peop le  an  a l te rna t ive
tha t  wan ted  to  su r render  an  an ima l  and  searched  fo r  someone
that could help the special  ones.

I was fortune in finding such a person in Palena Dorsey with Sanctuary
Animal Refuge. I  soon real ized how much I  could relate to Palena
since she l ike myself has a passion for special needs, older animals
and the breeds that  no one wants .  Jus t  because an an imal  is  o ld ,
has  in ju r ies ,  b l ind  o r  d isab led ,  i t  doesn ’t  mat te r.  They  a re  s t i l l
God ’s  spec ia l  c rea tu res  and  th rough no  fau l t  o f  the i r  own have
become neglected and unwanted. With the assistance of Sanctuary
Animal Refuge, many, many animals from high kill shelters in Georgia
have a second chance.

Can any  o f  us  save  them a l l?  No,  and I  s t i l l  c ry  many n igh ts  fo r
those we can’ t .  I  cry  tears of  joy when one is  adopted that  no one
wants or I  receive news of a sick animal who is improving. But my
l i fe  at  the end of  the day is  so fu l l  because to have saved just  one
more,  makes a  d i f fe rence.  Be ing in  rescue means teamwork and
takes dedicat ion and a wi l l ingness to work hard for those in need.
There is nothing more reqarding or that wi l l  make you sleep better
at night than to see the smile on a dog’s face that has been abused,
neg lec ted  o r  fac ing  eu thanas ia  o r  those  an ima ls  tha t  look  up  a t
you wi th  b ig  b l ind ing eyes that  seem to say thank you for  car ing
and be ing  the  vo ice  fo r  those  o f  us  who a re  vo ice less .  Wi th  the
wonderful  care the animals receive at the sanctuary, i t  gives al l  of
us hope of  what  can be.
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“  My name is  Ak i i  and
I have been a close friend
of Palena since 2006 when
we first met through mutual
interests on the internet.
I  soon came to know of
her life’s passion for animal
rescue and how she had
established the Sanctuary
fo r  the  p ro tec t ion  and
rehabilitation of abandoned,
sick and neglected animals
who would otherwise not
have had a chance in life.

As  my f r iendsh ip  w i th
Palena deepened over  the years  so d id  my in terest  in  the Sanctuary
and  her  l i f e ’s  work .  I  go t  to  know by  name Pa lena ’s  he lpers  and
sta f f ,  inc lud ing  the  board  o f  d i rec tors  o f  the  an imal  sanctuary  and
most  impor tan t ly  I  go t  to  know o f  the  an ima ls  she  has  he lped over
the years and their  stor ies.  I  got to know the inidiv idual  names of the
animals  Palena has rescued over  the years  and took a  great  in terest
in monitoring their progress through regular updates on their conditions
online.

In whatever  smal l  capaci ty  I  could I  t r ied to help these animals on a
regular  bas is  by “sponsor ing”  them for  the i r  medica l  t reatments  or
fo r  any  o ther  ca re  they  needed  w i th in  my  ab i l i t y  to  make  regu la r
contr ibut ions to their  care.  I t  seemed that  d istance was no barr ier  to
me being a part  of  their  l ives and sharing in their  highs and lows as i f
they  were  my  own.  Thus  I  came to  know o f  the  p l igh t  o f  beau t i fu l
dogs l ike Ghandi, Port ia, Keli ,  Gabriel and many more success stories
and the most rewarding thing for me has been seeing their transformation
from when they f i rst  arr ived at the Sanctuary.

La te ly  Pa lena  sen t  a l l  o f  us  “Sanc tuary  suppor te rs ”  an  upda te  on
Port ia  tak ing her  f i rs t  walk  by hersel f  and of  Ghandi  and others and
it  real ly br ightened up my day and made me feel that al l  the sacri f ices
Palena makes for  the wel fare  o f  these bab ies a t  the Sanctuary  were
worthwhile. Even though I am more than 20,000km away in the South
Eas te rn  co rner  o f  Aus t ra l ia  I  fee l  a  sense  o f  j oy  knowing  tha t  i n
some smal l  way I  have had the pr iv i ledge to be a par t  o f  these dogs’
l ives and thei r  t ransformat ion.  Somet imes al l  I  have been able to do
is  pray  fo r  them,  somet imes prayer  is  a l l  I  was ab le  to  do  f rom th is
distance.

Yes there are sad moments too when I  rece ive updates of  those who
despi te  the best  e f for ts  o f  everyone at  the sanctuary  have not  made
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i t  l ike recently some of the pups with parvo, but that sadness
is  ou twe ighed  by  the  joy  and  sense  o f  sa t i s fac t ion  I  ge t
when I  see the transformation in so many.

Most ly  through Palena ’s  pa ins tak ing and d i l igent  updates
on  the  cond i t i on  o f  a l l  t he  dogs  she  rescues  I  am ab le  to
fo l low the  progress  o f  these dogs  on l ine  th rough de ta i led
emails and sometimes on facebook too. This is truly a community
of  Sanctuary supporters wi thout  borders and d is tance is  no
barrier to becoming actively involved in the welfare of these
animals. Mostly I  am in awe of Palena’s dedication to animal
welfare and self  sacri f ice and also her tenacity to keep going
in  the face o f  many setbacks and obstac les .  Noth ing cou ld
s top  the  insp i red  work  o f  the  Sanc tuary ;  no t  hu r r i ca ines ,
storms, the economy and los ing a job,  i l lness,  bereavement
with the loss of a loved one- through i t  a l l  the Sanctuary has
preva i led  and  the  good  work  con t inues  to  th i s  day.

Indeed Palena’s tenaci ty and resi l ience with the work at  the
Sanc tuary  has  insp i red  me in  my  l i f e  too ;  the  joys  o f  the
Sanctuary have become my joys and the sorrows my sorrows
too.  So together  wherever  we may be in  the g lobe we share
each other’ s  burdens and i t  is  through th is  shar ing that  the
burden becomes l ighter.

There is nothing more satisfying then seeing a visible transformation
in  the  l i ves  o f  the  dogs  un fo ld  day  by  day  and  know tha t
however smal l  my contr ibut ion and however far away I  may
be I  have touched th is  dog and been a par t  of  h is  or  her  l i fe .
The sight of  one the dogs taking her f i rst  run due to having a
new spec ia l  l i gh t  we igh t  harness  w i th  whee ls  tha t  Pa lena
sent  to me brought  tears to my eyes-  but  these were tears of
joy.

I  have no doubt  tha t  one day I  w i l l  v is i t  the  Sanctuary  and
we wi l l  a l l  meet .  On f ine  day  I  w i l l  ge t  to  see c lose up and
f i rs t  hand the  day  to  day  runn ing  o f  the  p lace  and  become
even more personal ly  aquain ted wi th  the spec ia l  res idents
o f  the  Sanc tuary  I  have  g rown to  know and love  f rom th is
distance “Down Under”.

Thank you Palena for being a dear fr iend and al lowing me to
be a  par t  o f  your  amazing insp i r ing Sanctuary !   I  p ray  that
many support  your ef for ts  and your dreams especia l ly  wi th
your upcoming move to the new faci l i ty.

Aki i  Comber
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McDuinne  was  rescued
las t  year.   Emmac ia ted
and w i th  a  back  in ju r y.
Th is  i s  her  today  in  the
loving home of Kevin Jansen
and Jim Hartshorn - Help
Us Help Them



Thought  you would want  to  see p ic tures
of the girls - Monkey and Suzie (aka BonBon).
Suz ie  has rea l ly  f i l led out  and is  do ing
great .  We f ind she’s  a  “n ibb ler”  and is
forever  n ipp ing at  t oes and noses to  p lay.
She and Monkey are p lay ing wel l  together
and Suzie is  rac ing around the house wi th
the k ids.  She hasn’ t  learned to  jump up
ont o th ings yet  but  she’s certa in ly learned
how to get attention and compete for treats.
Monkey s leeps wi th  the 14 year  o ld  and
Suzie  s leeps wi th  the 7 year  o ld  so they
both have the i r  own “beds”.  Of  course,
both are “Daddy’s girls” and are very spoiled.
We can’ t  thank you enough for  a l lowing
us to  have these 2 babies.  They are rea l ly
awesome! . . . .Mary Beat t ie

We Love our

New Parents . . . .

Both pugs were

adotped from

the Sanctuary



Sanc tuary  Wish  L is t

Become  a  Sanc tuary  He lper
Would  you  l i ke  a  pe t  bu t  can ' t  have  one?   Wou ld  you  l i ke  to  he lp  the  Sanc tuary  con t inue
to  he lp  those  an ima ls  in  d i re  need?   Wou ld  you  l i ke  to  jus t  make  a  d i f fe rence  in  the  l i f e
o f  an  an ima l?   Jo in  our  sponsors  a t  the  var ious  leve ls  and  he lp  us  con t inue  the  work  we
s t r i ve  so  hard  to  do .   A  sma l l  dona t ion  makes  a  HUGE d i f fe rence  in  the  l i f e  o f  an
an ima l  fac ing   no  l i f e  a t  a l l .   Dona te  now and  jo in  our  g roup  o f  Sanc tuary  F r iends  v ia
paypa l  a t  SARefuge@aol .com or  v ia  ma i l  to  Sanc tuary  An ima l  Re fuge ,  210  N Pa lomino
St ree t ,  C lew is ton  F l  33440 .

a $5 .00
donat ion

he lps  a  dog
get

vac inated

a  $25 .00
donat ion

he lps  a  dog
get

i ts  f lea/
heartworm
prevent ion

a  $75 .00
donat ion

he lps  a  dog
get

spayed/
neuterd

a  $150 .00
donat ion

he lps  a  dog
get  i t  a l l

 for  a  month

a  $10 .00
donat ion

he lps  a  dog
eat for
a week
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SIMPLE NEEDS

Bleach
 Paper  Towe ls

 Dry  Fod
 Caned  Food
 Shampoos
 B lanke ts
Wormers

 F lea /T ick  Preven ta t i ves
Trea ts

Co l l a rs
Leashes

Cat  L i t te r
Vacc ines
Nus tock

NOT SO SIMPLE NEEDS

Las t  fund ing  fo r  spay  mob i le
Transpor t  Van

Bu i ld ing  Supp l ies
Fenc ing

Dog Houses
Cat  T rees

Storage   Sheds
Rid ing  Lawnmower

P o o l s
Garden  Hoses

WE ARE PRAYING FOR
Gran t  Wr i te r
W e b D e s i g n e r



Thank ing those that  he lp . . .

Targe t  S to res
www.target.com
Boca  Raton  and
Boyn ton  Beach ,
F L

Dogs  a re  our  l i nk   to  Parad ise .   They  don ' t  know
ev i l  o r  jea lousy  o r  d iscon ten t .   To  s i t  w i th  a  dog  on

a  h i l l s ide  on  a  g lo r ius  a f te rnoon i s  to  be  back  in
Eden,  where  do ing  no th ing  was  no t  bor ing ,  i t  was

peace . . . . . . .M i lan  Kundera


