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My name is Reboot.  I am a 12 week old 

Shih Tzu pup.  I have a cerebellum imbal-

ance which is an odd disease like narco-

lepsy.  I can be playing and all of a sudden 

fall over asleep.  Its not fun but I am a 

happy little boy and we are hoping that the 

vet can fix me.  I also hope one day to find a home of my own.  

But it will mean that it will have to be someone that under-

stands that I have a problem and that I will probably need 

medications my whole life.  We will be keeping you up to date 

on all that is going on in my life and if you are interested in me please contact Tina at 

chloemew@aol.com. 

 

 

Hi my name is Jacksoné. I am a 3 year old, buff colored 

Pekingese that was a breeder release! I am a fun happy guy! I 

love everyone and everything including cats! I have severe dry 

eye, and subsequently have developed some eye ulcers. Tina 

and Kathy are fostering me as I am getting medical treatment, 

hopefully we will be able to save my eye. I donôt let any of this 

stop me from having fun! I am ready willing and able to be 

adopted and I know I will make someone very happy! I love to 

play and eat and lying on your lap when not giving kisses! 

mailto:chloemew@aol.com
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Mingõs Training Tips for Dogs with Barriers 
This issue: The Deaf Dog 

 

The information included in this article is written by Stacy Braslau-

Schneck, CPDT. You can read the entire article by going to http://

www.wagntrain.com/deaf_dog.htm. Please look at the bottom of 

this piece for other sources of information for owners with deaf 

dogs 

The basic method behind training a deaf dog is the same as training 

a hearing dog (or any animal): Reward behavior you want to see 

repeated, and prevent rewards for behaviors you donôt want. Dogs do what works for them, if a 

certain action results in something they want, they will repeat it. Of course you need to begin 

with finding a way of communicating with your deaf dog. Itôs easy to use visual signals for deaf 

dogs. Even hearing dogs rely more on vision and body language (after all, dogs donôt use spoken 

words when they interact with each other). You can take advantage of your dogôs vision, and 

also their sense of touch and maybe also their ability to smell.  

You will mostly be communicating with your dog through hand signs. Think about what signs 

you will use before you try to train them. Hand signals must be:  

 
Donôt forget facial expressions and body language either! Your dog will be reading you for that!  

Your first step will be to establish a sign which means ñYesò or ñThatôs correct, youôve earned a 

reward!ò. An easy one is a quick thumbs-up, or a flash of your entire hand, fingers spread wide 

apart. You can teach your dog what this means by linking your ñYesò sign with something your 

dog likes. Food treats work really well in initial stages of training, but donôt forget fun toys, ex-

citing games, favorite activities, and good petting, rubbing, and scratching. Simply sign ñYesò 

and immediately give your dog a treat. Repeat this a few times. Look for your dogôs reaction to 

the ñYesò sign ð if she pricks up her ears or looks towards the treats, you know sheôs catching 

on. At the same time you can say ñYesò or ñGood dogò out loud ð if you mean it, sheôll learn 

your facial expression (and it may help you to remember to reward her).  

Once you have this sign trained, you can start using it to teach your dog to do what you want. A 

very important behavior for the deaf dog is ñPay attentionò or ñwatch meò. Youôll need another 

hand sign for this. I like sweeping an index finger up to the front of your face, forming a sort of 

ñJò in the air as you move it; or tapping your finger next to your eye. You can also teach your 

dog to look towards you when you stomp your foot ð on certain surfaces your dog will be able 

to feel that through the floor or ground and know to look at you. If you get (or make) a vibrating 

collar for your dog, you can teach her that a short vibration means ñwatch meò (and a longer one 

can mean ñcomeò).  Continue on page 3 

 

 Clear 
 

 

 distinguishable from other signs and gestures you commonly use 
 

 

 visible from a distance 
 

 

 Consistent 
 

http://www.wagntrain.com/deaf_dog.htm
http://www.wagntrain.com/deaf_dog.htm
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To train your dog to watch you, all you need to do at first is reward her for doing it. If sheôs 

looking at you, make your ñYesò sign and reward her. If you need to, you can ñlureò her to 

look at you with a piece of food or a favorite toy ð simply wave it in front of her nose and 

bring it up near your face. Immediately sign ñYesò and reward her. As she gets comfortable 

ñwatchingò you, sign ñWatch meò as sheôs doing it, then sign ñYesò and reward her. This way 

sheôll learn what the ñWatch meò sign means.  

You can play the ñEye contact gameò with your dog by putting a desired treat or toy in your 

hand and moving both hands behind your back. Wait until your dog glances from the treats to 

your face. Immediately sign ñYesò and give her the treat. As she catches on to this, you can 

leave the treat-hand at your side for a few repetitions, then make it even harder by turning 

away from her so she has to actively seek out your face to make eye contact.  

Now your dog knows itôs worth her while to watch you, and knows when sheôs going to be re-

warded. Itôs time to start teaching her some action commands.  

The best way to teach any animal to perform an action is to catch them in the act of doing it 

and reward them. For example, if your dog sits down, you can reward her for sitting. To let her 

know why sheôs suddenly getting a food treat or special attention from you, use your ñYesò 

sign at the moment she sits to mark her action. When youôre pretty sure you can predict that 

your dog is about to sit, you can make a sign for ñsitò just before she does it, then follow that 

up with ñYesò and a treat.  

You canôt always catch your dog doing the action youôre looking for. An alternative is to use 

ñluringò. Luring is especially good for teaching hand signals (in fact hearing dogs have a hard 

time transferring their cue from the luring hand to the verbal signal). For ñsitò, hold a food 

treat or a favorite toy in front of your dogôs nose. Move it slowly back over her heard, aiming 

for the space just between her ears. If sheôs interested enough in the treat, her nose will follow 

it. Most dogs will lower their butts to the ground as their nose follows the treat. You can imme-

diately sign ñYesò and give her the treat. After you practice this a few times, see if your dog 

will sit without the lure. The first time she does, she has earned a ñjackpotò ð an extra amount 

of treats, or at least one really special one.  

Turn your lure into a hand signal by not holding a treat but making the same motion for the 

next repetition. If she sits, sign ñYesò and give her the treat. After this, if you need to use a 

treat to lure her, donôt give it to her as a reward. Pet her and ñpraiseò her with your body lan-

guage for a moment, then immediately try the hand motion without the food in your hand. If 

she sits without the food lure, she gets ñYesò treat. If sheôll only sit if she sees the treat ñup 

frontò, she hasnôt done enough to earn it.  

You can ñcaptureò with your ñYesò sign anything that your dog does right. You can formally 

train some actions such as ñlie downò this way, or you can use it to reinforce general good be-

havior you see and like. Use ñYesò and a treat to reward your dog for walking without pulling, 

for greeting without jumping, for choosing a toy instead of the furniture or the cat as a play-

thing.  

Additional information that you may find useful can be obtained at the following sites:  http://

www.deafdogs.org/training/signs.php#signs  and http://www.deafdogs.org/training/signs.php.  

Ciao for Now! 

Ming  

http://www.deafdogs.org/training/signs.php#signs
http://www.deafdogs.org/training/signs.php#signs
http://www.deafdogs.org/training/signs.php



