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My name is Reboot. | am a 12 week old
L Shih Tzu pup. | have a cerebellum imba
&1 ance which is an odd disease like narco-
epsy. | can be playing and all of a sudde
» fall over asleep. Its not fun but | am a
““““happy little boy and we are hoping that t
vet can fix me. | also hope one day to find a home of my ¢
But it will mean that it will have to be someone that under
stands that | have a problem and that | will probably need
medications my whole life. We will be keeping you up to d@
on all that is going on in my life and if you are interested in me please contact Tina at
chloemew@aol.com

e

Hi my name is Jacksone. | am
Pekingese that was a breeder release! | am a fun happy guy! |
love everyone and everything including cats! | have severe dry
eye, and subsequently have developed some eye ulcers. Tina
5 and Kathy are fostering me as | am getting medical treatment,
"hopefully we wil/| be able to
stop me from having fun! | am ready willing and able to be
adopted and | know | will make someone very happy! | love to
play and eat and lying on your lap when not giving kisses!
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Mi ngds Training Tips for Dogs
This issue: The Deaf Dog

The information included in this article is written by Stacy Braslau
' Schneck, CPDT. You can read the entire article by goirfgtp//
www.wagntrain.com/deaf_dog.htniPlease look at the bottom of
this piece for other sources of information for owners with deaf
dogs
The basic method behind training a deaf dog is the same as traini
’ a hearing dog (or any animal): Reward behavior you want to se
repeated, and prevent rewards for behavio
certain action results in something they want, they will repeat it. Of course you need to be
with finding a way of communicating with
dogs. Even hearing dogs rely more on vVvi si
words when they interact with each other
also their sense of touch and maybe also their ability to smell.
You will mostly be communicating with your dog through hand signs. Think about what sig
you will use before you try to train them. Hand signals must be:

’524 Clear

52‘ distinguishable from other signs and gestures you commonly use

52‘ visible from a distance

Consistent
e

get faci al expressions and body
t step wild!l be to establish a si
An e as y-upoonaflash ef yoar ewmfire hand fingehs spreadswide
apart. You can teach your dog what this n
dog I i kes. Food treats work really wel/| i
ting games, favorite activities, and gc
d i mmedi ately give your dog a treat. Re
e NAY@Asiof ssihgen pricks up her ears or | ook
on. At the same time you c¢ani fsawoul Yaesan oir
your facial expression (and it may help you to remember to reward her).

Once you have this sign trained, you can start using it to teach your dog to do what you want

very i mportant behavior for the deaf dog
hand sign for this. | like sweeping an index finger up to the front of your face, forming a sort c
AJOoO in the air as you move it; or tapping

dog to look towards you when you stomp your f@obn certain surfaces your dog will be able
to feel that through the floor or ground and know to look at you. If you get (or make) a vibratir
collar for your dog, you can teach her th
can me an Cdntnoena gaye.3
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To train your dog to watch you, al | you I

| ooking at you, make your AYesoOo sign and

look at you with a piece of food or a favorite 0y simply wave it in front of her nose and

bring it up near your face. | mmedi ately

Awat chin you, sign fAWatch meo as sheds
I

go
sheol | earn what the fAWatch med sign mea
You can play the AEye contact gameodo with
hand and moving both hands behind your back. Wait until your dog glances from the treats
your face. | mmedi ately sign AYeso and gi v
leave the trealhand at your side for a few repetitions, then make it even harder by turning
away from her so she has to actively seek out your face to make eye contact.

Now your dog knows itbés worth her while t
war ded. |l tés time to start teaching her s
The best way to teach any animal to perform an action is to catch them in the act of doing
and reward them. For example, if your dog sits down, you can reward her for sitting. To let h
know why sheds suddenly getting a food t |
sign at the moment she sits to mark her
your dog is about to sit, you can make a
up with AYeso and a treat.

You cano6ot al ways catch your dog doing the

Al uri ngo. Luring is especially good for t
time transferring their cue from the | ur]
treat or a favorite toy in front of your
for the space just between her ears. Il f s

it. Most dogs will lower their butts to the ground as their nose follows the treat. You can imme
di ately sign AYeso and give her the treat
will sit without the | ure. The ofanextraamountme
of treats, or at least one really special one.

Turn your lure into a hand signal by not holding a treat but making the same motion for th

next repeti tion. | f she sits, sign fAYeso
treat to | ure her, dondét give it to her &
guage for a moment, then immediately try the hand motion without the food in your hand. |
she sits without the food | ure, she gets
fronto, she hasnét done enough to earn it
You can Acaptureo with your fAYesoO sign an
train some actions such as Alie downo t hi
havior you see and | i ke Use AYeso and a

for greeting without jumping, for choosing a toy instead of the furniture or the cat as a play
thing.

Additional information that you may find useful can be obtained at the following $itgs//
www.deafdogs.org/training/signs.php#sigasdhttp://www.deafdogs.org/training/signs.php
Ciao for Now!

Ming
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