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My name is Reboot.  I am a 12 week old 

Shih Tzu pup.  I have a cerebellum imbal-

ance which is an odd disease like narco-

lepsy.  I can be playing and all of a sudden 

fall over asleep.  Its not fun but I am a 

happy little boy and we are hoping that the 

vet can fix me.  I also hope one day to find a home of my own.  

But it will mean that it will have to be someone that under-

stands that I have a problem and that I will probably need 

medications my whole life.  We will be keeping you up to date 

on all that is going on in my life and if you are interested in me please contact Tina at 

chloemew@aol.com. 

 

 

Hi my name is Jacksoné. I am a 3 year old, buff colored 

Pekingese that was a breeder release! I am a fun happy guy! I 

love everyone and everything including cats! I have severe dry 

eye, and subsequently have developed some eye ulcers. Tina 

and Kathy are fostering me as I am getting medical treatment, 

hopefully we will be able to save my eye. I donôt let any of this 

stop me from having fun! I am ready willing and able to be 

adopted and I know I will make someone very happy! I love to 

play and eat and lying on your lap when not giving kisses! 

mailto:chloemew@aol.com
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Mingõs Training Tips for Dogs with Barriers 
This issue: The Deaf Dog 

 

The information included in this article is written by Stacy Braslau-

Schneck, CPDT. You can read the entire article by going to http://

www.wagntrain.com/deaf_dog.htm. Please look at the bottom of 

this piece for other sources of information for owners with deaf 

dogs 

The basic method behind training a deaf dog is the same as training 

a hearing dog (or any animal): Reward behavior you want to see 

repeated, and prevent rewards for behaviors you donôt want. Dogs do what works for them, if a 

certain action results in something they want, they will repeat it. Of course you need to begin 

with finding a way of communicating with your deaf dog. Itôs easy to use visual signals for deaf 

dogs. Even hearing dogs rely more on vision and body language (after all, dogs donôt use spoken 

words when they interact with each other). You can take advantage of your dogôs vision, and 

also their sense of touch and maybe also their ability to smell.  

You will mostly be communicating with your dog through hand signs. Think about what signs 

you will use before you try to train them. Hand signals must be:  

 
Donôt forget facial expressions and body language either! Your dog will be reading you for that!  

Your first step will be to establish a sign which means ñYesò or ñThatôs correct, youôve earned a 

reward!ò. An easy one is a quick thumbs-up, or a flash of your entire hand, fingers spread wide 

apart. You can teach your dog what this means by linking your ñYesò sign with something your 

dog likes. Food treats work really well in initial stages of training, but donôt forget fun toys, ex-

citing games, favorite activities, and good petting, rubbing, and scratching. Simply sign ñYesò 

and immediately give your dog a treat. Repeat this a few times. Look for your dogôs reaction to 

the ñYesò sign ð if she pricks up her ears or looks towards the treats, you know sheôs catching 

on. At the same time you can say ñYesò or ñGood dogò out loud ð if you mean it, sheôll learn 

your facial expression (and it may help you to remember to reward her).  

Once you have this sign trained, you can start using it to teach your dog to do what you want. A 

very important behavior for the deaf dog is ñPay attentionò or ñwatch meò. Youôll need another 

hand sign for this. I like sweeping an index finger up to the front of your face, forming a sort of 

ñJò in the air as you move it; or tapping your finger next to your eye. You can also teach your 

dog to look towards you when you stomp your foot ð on certain surfaces your dog will be able 

to feel that through the floor or ground and know to look at you. If you get (or make) a vibrating 

collar for your dog, you can teach her that a short vibration means ñwatch meò (and a longer one 

can mean ñcomeò).  Continue on page 3 

 

 Clear 
 

 

 distinguishable from other signs and gestures you commonly use 
 

 

 visible from a distance 
 

 

 Consistent 
 

http://www.wagntrain.com/deaf_dog.htm
http://www.wagntrain.com/deaf_dog.htm
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To train your dog to watch you, all you need to do at first is reward her for doing it. If sheôs 

looking at you, make your ñYesò sign and reward her. If you need to, you can ñlureò her to 

look at you with a piece of food or a favorite toy ð simply wave it in front of her nose and 

bring it up near your face. Immediately sign ñYesò and reward her. As she gets comfortable 

ñwatchingò you, sign ñWatch meò as sheôs doing it, then sign ñYesò and reward her. This way 

sheôll learn what the ñWatch meò sign means.  

You can play the ñEye contact gameò with your dog by putting a desired treat or toy in your 

hand and moving both hands behind your back. Wait until your dog glances from the treats to 

your face. Immediately sign ñYesò and give her the treat. As she catches on to this, you can 

leave the treat-hand at your side for a few repetitions, then make it even harder by turning 

away from her so she has to actively seek out your face to make eye contact.  

Now your dog knows itôs worth her while to watch you, and knows when sheôs going to be re-

warded. Itôs time to start teaching her some action commands.  

The best way to teach any animal to perform an action is to catch them in the act of doing it 

and reward them. For example, if your dog sits down, you can reward her for sitting. To let her 

know why sheôs suddenly getting a food treat or special attention from you, use your ñYesò 

sign at the moment she sits to mark her action. When youôre pretty sure you can predict that 

your dog is about to sit, you can make a sign for ñsitò just before she does it, then follow that 

up with ñYesò and a treat.  

You canôt always catch your dog doing the action youôre looking for. An alternative is to use 

ñluringò. Luring is especially good for teaching hand signals (in fact hearing dogs have a hard 

time transferring their cue from the luring hand to the verbal signal). For ñsitò, hold a food 

treat or a favorite toy in front of your dogôs nose. Move it slowly back over her heard, aiming 

for the space just between her ears. If sheôs interested enough in the treat, her nose will follow 

it. Most dogs will lower their butts to the ground as their nose follows the treat. You can imme-

diately sign ñYesò and give her the treat. After you practice this a few times, see if your dog 

will sit without the lure. The first time she does, she has earned a ñjackpotò ð an extra amount 

of treats, or at least one really special one.  

Turn your lure into a hand signal by not holding a treat but making the same motion for the 

next repetition. If she sits, sign ñYesò and give her the treat. After this, if you need to use a 

treat to lure her, donôt give it to her as a reward. Pet her and ñpraiseò her with your body lan-

guage for a moment, then immediately try the hand motion without the food in your hand. If 

she sits without the food lure, she gets ñYesò treat. If sheôll only sit if she sees the treat ñup 

frontò, she hasnôt done enough to earn it.  

You can ñcaptureò with your ñYesò sign anything that your dog does right. You can formally 

train some actions such as ñlie downò this way, or you can use it to reinforce general good be-

havior you see and like. Use ñYesò and a treat to reward your dog for walking without pulling, 

for greeting without jumping, for choosing a toy instead of the furniture or the cat as a play-

thing.  

Additional information that you may find useful can be obtained at the following sites:  http://

www.deafdogs.org/training/signs.php#signs  and http://www.deafdogs.org/training/signs.php.  

Ciao for Now! 

Ming  

http://www.deafdogs.org/training/signs.php#signs
http://www.deafdogs.org/training/signs.php#signs
http://www.deafdogs.org/training/signs.php
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Hi this is Jacksonéthis monthôs letter from the Director was turned 

over to some of us at the sanctuary that have a lot to say about the 

past year.  I for one am thankful to be here! I am looking for a home 

of my own! I do have some eye issues and may lose my eye, but I 

am one happy guy! I wanted to take a moment to thank all of the 

rescues that are involved in getting breeding dogs to safety and into 

homes of their very own.  There are so many of us that die every 

year because of no place to go, I was one of the lucky ones! Now, 

with so many people helping and getting involved in the groups that 

help, we get to celebrate Christmas too.  So I just wanted to say 

thank you to everyone that works with our mom to help the breeder release dogs.  I hope that 

you will continue to be involved and to help save more lives and make the animalôs dreams 

come true! If you work with rescue and would like to help us please contact pdor-

sey@sanctuaryanimalrefuge.org 

 

I think everyone knows me pretty well, but for those that donôt my 

name is Vanna.  I would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas!  De-

spite the odds, I will be turning a year old on Christmas Eve!  I want to 

thank all of those rescues and people that help the special needs ani-

mals.  It is because of all those people that I have been given a chance 

at life despite my special needs! This year for my birthday and Christ-

mas, I will be getting a very exciting gift, my own wheelchair so that I 

can strengthen my legs and back and walk around with all of my 

friends. I would like to send a big hug and kiss to a very special person 

named Emily, and all the other people who donated to help purchase 

the custom made wheelchair for me. Everyone at the Sanctuary better 

watch out, cuz here I come!!  I hope that I can help show everyone how important the special 

needs animals are and how, with a little help we can lead happy productive lives filled with 

love and happiness. Merry Christmas to everyone and special blessings to all! 

 

Hi I am Serise! I want to thank all of the rescues and people 

that work with dogs like me.  We are the ones that are 

dumped, and then are so afraid of people that we run away 

from them.  Itôs been a long road for me, as well as several 

others that are here, to learn to trust but we have.  We stood 

on the outside watching all the others getting love and would 

listen to their stories of how different life is here, and little by 

little we learned to trust.  A huge thank you to the people who 

decided that we were worth the effort! They gave us a home filled with love, and had the pa-

tience to work with us to help us learn to trust and to feel safe. One day I will have a home too, 

as I am still learning that life can be good! I hear through the ñdog woof lineò that a lot of my 

friends from here are happy in their new homes, and have learned that people are really not 

that bad. Thank you, and have a beautiful Holiday Season.  I know mine is so much better than 

it has ever been! Continued on page 5 
 

mailto:pdorsey@sanctuaryanimalrefuge.org
mailto:pdorsey@sanctuaryanimalrefuge.org
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Hello and Happy Holidays from Meeko!!  I want to wish a very 

special holiday season to all of those people who have made the 

conscience decision to adopted animals instead of buying them at 

pet stores.  It has meant a lot to hundreds of animals, just at the 

Sanctuary.  This year alone, with the groups that have worked to-

gether over 1,500 dogs and over 600 cats have been saved from 

shelters and commercial   breeders.  Of course we have the occa-

sional odd animals that we all like to look at like ferrets and rabbits 

or a bird here and there but, in the end we are so thankful to all the 

families that adopt from rescues.  Those that start in rescue do it 

with a good heart but there are so many of us that it can get over-

whelming.  She hopes, and all of us agree that more partnerships 

will develop in the New Year, which will save even more lives.  Happy Holidays to all the people 

who have decided to adopt and not buy!! 

 

The staff, volunteers and Board of Directors of the Sanctuary want to take a second to thank each 

rescue that has come together, to work together to save more.  A great big thank you goes out to 

each person who has adopted an animal from a rescue! A warm fuzzy thank you goes out to the 

two people who have coordinated all of the breeder releases, making sure that the animals got to 

over 60 rescues. In the past four years they aided in the release and placement in rescue of over 

4500 animals. To the individuals who work the net boards for the shelters and make sure that res-

cues are informed of what dogs and cats need out, and the volunteers that transport those animals 

to the rescues, we thank you from the bottom of our hearts! Your hard work alone has moved 

over 3,000 animals, just in the groups that we have worked with in the past four years.  We hope 

that the New Year will provide us with the ability to help even more! We are all going through 

tough economic times right now. Often people working in rescues and shelters face days when 

they donôt want to get up, because as the times get tougher the animals fill up the shelters and are 

dumped in numbers that are staggering.  We are all fighting hard to make it through these days 

and hopefully we will all find a way to come together as collective groups to not only help ani-

mals, but also help each other. 

 

I hope that in this New Year each person will find a shelter or rescue that it will take on as its 

own.  $10.00 a month helps one animal get food and medical attention.  A day of volunteering at 

a shelter or rescue, by bathing, cleaning or feeding animals is a way of helping that is no cost to 

you, yet a great benefit to the animal and a huge sigh of thanks from the rescue or shelter.  I hope 

to see in the New Year that it is no longer a competition between rescues to see who gets the most 

donations or has the most adoptions. Rather it is a joint effort where we make all groups better 

and stronger, and more able to help rescue larger numbers of animals and save more lives.  With 

a closing smile we here at the Sanctuary hope that every day is a special day for all of you!  

Happy Holidayséé.Palena 



 6 

                

              
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Puppy Dog Egg Nog  

   

   

 

 
 

 

 

 
   

 

1 16 oz.  container plain  low - fat yogurt    

1   tsp vanilla extract  

1 large can evaporated milk   

1 egg   

1 1/2 cups water  

Blend all ingredients and serve in  

holiday bowls.  
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A Moment With Addison..  
I RESCUED A HUMAN TODAY   

 

Her eyes met mine as she walked down the corridor peering ap-
prehensively into the kennels. I felt her need instantly and knew 

I had to help her. I wagged my tail, not too exuberantly, so she 
wouldn't be afraid.  

As she stopped at my kennel I blocked her view from a little acci-
dent I had in the back of my cage. I didn't want her to know that 

I hadn't been walked today. Sometimes the shelter keepers get too busy and I didn't 
want her to think poorly of them. As she read my kennel card I hoped that she wouldn't 

feel sad about my past. I only have the future to look forward to and want to make a 

difference in someone's life.  
 

She got down on her knees and made little kissy sounds at me.  I shoved my shoulder 
and side of my head up against the bars to comfort her. Gentle fingertips caressed my 

neck; she was desperate for companionship.  
 

A tear fell down her cheek and I raised my paw to assure her that all would be well. 
Soon my kennel door opened and her smile was so bright that I instantly jumped into 

her arms. I would promise to keep her safe.  I would promise to always be by her side. 
I would promise to do everything I could to see that radiant smile and sparkle in her 

eyes.  I was so fortunate that she came down my corridor.  So many more are out 
there who haven't walked the corridors. So many more to be saved. At least I could 

save one.  
I rescued a human today.  

-Author Unknown -  

 

 

Well it has been a busy month here. 

 

Mom and Brenda did an event at Ruffin It Boarding over in Estero and had a blast.  Little 

Teddy went with them and they had a great time.  They met many new people and celebrated 

the opening of Ruffin It that is owned by Kay Henrion.  Itôs a beautiful place with even an 

indoor agility course set up for animals and they have plenty of play room and the kennels are 

nice and roomy ï it is a great place ï if you want to know more about this place please contact kayhen-

rion@aol.com.  

mailto:kayhenrion@aol.com
mailto:kayhenrion@aol.com
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Happy Holidays from my friend Anjou too.  She didnôt get to have a Holiday 

picture as she was too busy running around and trying to cause  chaos that 

mom made her sit in the corner in a time out. 

 

My pick this month is a very special one.  In fact I get a whole bunch of picks this month as 

mom says itôs the holidays and we get to design this newsletter ourselves and since I could 

not make up my mind who to choose this month I decided to pick several.  Big and little so 

that people can see what great friends I have. 

 

So here we goéare you ready to see some really beautiful friends of mine hoping to find a 

new home? 

 

This is Midge.  She is two years old.  Kind of shy but 

loves attention.  She is very tiny ï she weighs about 3-

4 pounds but is as wide.  She loves to sit in your lap 

although when you move too fast toward her she gets 

afraid.  Midge would like to go to a home without 

young children.  She loves to play with other dogs 

though and does well with all of us, even clumsy me 

who is running all over the place ï she sleeps some-

times with me and is very sweet. 

 

 

This is Bugz.  Now she is really funny.  This was the 

night she arrived so she was a little messy but she is 

really cute.  She is a Maltese and weighs about 5 pounds.  

She too is very shy.  She will follow you all over the 

place, even lick your fingers and take food from your 

hand but she is learning to run and play and trust hu-

mans.  She too needs a home with no small children.  

Once she gets her hair back she will be stunning.  She 

has the prettiest eyes and the greatest sense of humor. 

 

 

This is Mignonne a 4 month old yorkie puppy.  He is sweet 

and friendly.  He will be about 8-10 pounds when full 

grown.  He loves to play and be held.  He has the cutest lit-

tle face.  He is looking for a home that will give him a lot 

of play time and a lot of training.  He is just learning what 

people are about and needs to have a home that is commit-

ted to showing that he is one special boy. 
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Hi I am Musique and I am a 1.5 year old yorkie male.  I am 

friendly and playful.  I like to play with other dogs.  I 

weigh about 8-9 pounds so I am not tiny but I have the cut-

est face and I so love attention.  I will wiggle my behind to 

get it.  I would like a family that can play with me and 

teach me to walk on a leash and take me for car rides and 

mostly show me all the things that I have never 

hadé.mostly how to be a dog. 
 

 

Well I am Lady Hound.  I am a very sweet and social dog.  I 

have been here for awhile but no one has ever come to look at 

me.  I got her via Hurricane Katrina when I was about a year 

old and have been here ever since.  I like it here, I get to go in 

and out as I please and have many friends but one day I hope 

that I will get to have a family of my own.  We see a lot of the 

little guys leave and go to homes but not so many of us bigger 

ones,  so we just keep waiting and hoping that maybe one day it 

will be our turn.  If not thatôs ok too we are loved here and have 

a lot of space to run around. 

 

 

 

 

I am Holly.  I am a two year old Catahoula hound.  I am very pretty, 

can walk well on a leash and know the commands sit and down and 

stay and I love people.  I do not get along with some female dogs but 

I do get along with males.  I have a friend Charlie that is a boxer that 

I room with.  I love to please and would love to have my own family. 

Not really young children, but children that can play ball with me. I 

need a  family that likes a very active dog. I am not too big and not 

too small and am mostly housebroken, although I would need you to 

work with me a bit. 

 

We all hope that if you are considering a pet that you will consider 

adoption instead of buying, there are so many of us that need homes. 

Not only dogs but other animals too.   So if you are thinking of add-

ing a new family member please check out the rescues around you. 
 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM ALL THE ANIMALS 
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Happy Holidays from Abby!!! 

 

I wanted to let people know of the dangers that are out there for us ani-

mals during the holidays.  We know that it is a fun time for us too, as we 

get excited with all of the celebrations.  It can also be a dangerous time 

for us.  I just wanted to share a few things that you all should know: 

 

 

 

 

 

¶   Don't feed us the cooled drippings from the turkey. Human seasonings aren't good for pets, plus the fact 

that the rich stock and drippings can easily upset our digestive systems. 

¶  Though it's so tempting, don't give your pets large quantities of cooked turkey and ham during the holidays. 

Itôs too rich and could hurt our tummyôs.  We donôt mind a few little bites here and there.  Remember to feed 

us away from the dinner table or else we are liable to learn to beg and make you unhappy. 

¶   BONES ARE DANGEROUS! Please, please don't feed us poultry bones. Poultry bones splinter easily - 

each year thousands of pets are treated for consumption of splintered bones, causing pain and sometimes 

death. 

¶   Increased activity and visitors during the winter holiday season can upset our routine. Try to keep us on our 

regular schedule for feeding and exercise and be sure we get plenty of love.  Itôs hard on us when we do not 

get what we normally do and can cause us to get depressed, not eat, or even to get grumpy. 

¶   If you are planning to take us with you when visiting friends and relatives during the holidays, be sure to 

contact them in advance to find out if we are welcome. Because of the excitement during the holidays, it 

might be best for us to be boarded or if you hire a reputable pet sitter. 

¶   The lovely bubbling holiday lights are moderate to lethal toxicity, depending on the amount of fluid 

(methylene chloride) inhaled or ingested. 

¶   Please do not use angelhair (spun glass) - low toxicity; can cause irritation of the eyes, skin and gastrointes-

tinal tract. Artifical snow and snow flock also has low toxicity - dry particles are inert; however, toxicity 

from inhalation can occur if spayed directly in the mouth. 

¶   Hang your treasured ornaments higher on the Christmas tree. Use wooden, medal, resin-cast or the like on 

the lower branches in case curious little paws want to play with bright and colorful ornaments. Tinsel isn't 

toxic, but if ingested, intestinal obstruction and choking are potential problems...please don't use. 

¶   The beauty of the fireplace colors (fire salts) is breath-taking on a cold winter's evening - moderate toxicity; 

symptoms are gastrointestinal irritation with vomiting and a variety of other manifestations, including con-

vulsions. 
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¶ Resist the temptation to tie ribbons around our necks for the holidays. We can tighten ribbons with move-

ment resulting in choking or hanging ourselves if the ribbon is caught on an object. 

¶ Keep gift ribbons and bows out of sight to prevent chewing and swallowing. 

¶ Replace metal ornament hooks with tightly knotted fabric 1/4 inch ribbons, light-weight twine or yarn to 

slip easily over the branches of the tree. 

¶ Keep us securely indoors during firework displays. The frightening noise and the danger of exploding 

fireworks are hazardous to us. 

¶ A number of Christmas season plants are poisonous to pets if nibbled or eaten: ivy - moderate to very 

toxic, all parts; holly - moderate to very toxic, especially the berries and leaves; mistletoe - very toxic, all 

parts, especially the berries; Christmas greens such as balsam, juniper, cedar, pine and fir - all parts have 

a low level of toxicity; hibiscus - may cause vomiting or bloody diarrhea if ingested; and poinsettias - 

leaves and stems low in toxicity. It's wise to keep plants out of our reach. 

¶  Please do not give any animal or any pet of any age as Christmas gifts. Remember the first weeks of a 

new life or a sudden change in an adult pet is extremely traumatic for them.  

 

  

 

 

 

Woof Gang Bakery on Key Biscayne invited the Sanctuary Animal Ref-

uge to participate in a Holiday Photo Fundraiser on November  15th! 

We would like to thank Zuly and all the people at Woof Gang Bakery, 

as well as all the pups and their families that came out to help us raise 

funds for the last mill run of the year! A great day 

was had by all! 

For those new to Woof Gang Bakery, make sure to stop by and check out 

the great line of organic, holistic foods, doggie clothes, shampoos, origi-

nal collars, and toys! Olive and Diku are regulars, and love the fresh 

baked organic cookies! Make sure to check out the store for all your pet 

needs!  
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  Please join us on January 31, 2009 we all look forward to seeing you! 
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*** The Sanctuary is in need of a Transport Vehicle***  
 

 

Dog and Cat Food Dry and Canned   Flea and Tick Treatment and Dip 

Bowls of all sizes      Wormers  

Collars       Dog and Cat Beds 

Leashes       Climbing Posts 

Cat litter and litter boxes    Metal Garbage Cans 
 

Building Supplies:  

      

Drywall     Sheetrock 

Paint      Lumber  

Lumber     Nails 

Fencing     Tarps 

We needs sheds for storage. 

 

Please help us Rebuild the sanctuary by donating 

To the building Fund (to add storage and shelters for 

animals)    
 

                      We need crates of all sizes 
 

      We need printing donated, business cards, letter head and envelopes.   

   

      * we are a 501C and most donated items are tax deductable 

 

"A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION (#CH25596) AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF 

CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE (800-435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSE-

MENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE."  
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Papa òPoochó inelli 
100% Organic Dog     
 Treats 
California Canine Cuisine line of pet 

treats, we only use California grown 

free-range chicken and  turkey, and 

California grown dairy beef.             

www.papapoochinelli.com  

Petôs Best  
14109 S. Dixie Highway  
Miami FL 33176  
786ï 573-4898  

 

 

 

 

              Bark Avenue  
 

 

The Village of Baytowne Wharf  
106 Cannery Lane · Sandestin, Florida 32550   

www.Barkavenue.com 

 

 

                www.1800petmeds.com  

                      

www..ginastancel.com 

   

      Pompano Pet Lodge 

www.pompanopetlodge.com 

Hungry for a mouthwatering home  
cooked meal? Sunshine Catering  
can fill all your needs.  
Prepared in my home or yours.  
Sweet to savory, what are you  

  craving? 
  Call Dawn 954-548 -4406  

    www.freshpet.com 

Illustration -Visionary Art -Wildlife -Fantasy  
Rebecca Burg, Artist 

Key West Florida 

Artoffshore.com -  

angel@artoffshore.com 

305-587-7170 


