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Letter  from the Director… 
 
Its always easy for people to put down the local shelters and the number of dogs, cats, rabbits, ferrets, birds and 
whatever else are killed each year inside them.  I find it sad when anyone does that.  Its not like that’s what they 
want to do.  Underfunding, lack of community support, the failure of the public to open its eyes to the ever 
growing number of animals that are bred without reason, and then dumped into shelters. Now with the economic 
crisis more and more are dumped each day as homeowners are forced to leave their homes.  I received this story 
in an email and wanted to share – is it a sweet loving story?  NO, but often truth is not sweet.  It is something 
communities need to address?  YES, without the support of a community both shelters and rescues are closing 
daily.  All of the animals pictured below came to the Sanctuary from shelters, purebreds and mixes alike and all 
very stunning and sweet.  All would have been put down had rescue not stepped in to take them in and had 
Animal Control not made the effort to call to make sure rescues were aware of them. Please consider making a 
donation to your local animal controls or spend a day working with them.  Then after that experience share the 
day with a rescue – by then you will be adamant about your friends and family rescuing instead of buying. 
 

A Letter  from a Shelter  Manager : 
 
I think our society needs a huge " Wake-up" call.  As a shelter 
manager, I am going to share a little insight with you all. ..a 
view from the inside if you will. 
 
First off, all of you breeders/sellers should be made to work in 
the "back" of an animal shelter for just one day. 
 
Maybe if you saw the life drain from a few sad, lost, confused 
eyes, you would change your mind about breeding and selling 
to people you don©t even know. That puppy you just sold will 
most likely end up in my shelter when it©s not a cute little 
puppy anymore. 

 
So how would you feel if you knew that there©s about a 90% chance that dog will never walk out of the shelter it 
is going to be dumped at?  Purebred or not! About 50% of all of the dogs that are "owner surrenders" or "strays" 
that come into my shelter are purebred dogs. 
 
The most common excuses I hear are: 
 
"We are moving and we can©t take our dog (or cat)." Really? Where are you moving to 
that doesn©t allow pets and why did you choose that place instead of a pet friendly home? 



 
Or they say "The dog got bigger than we thought it would."  How big did you think a German Shepherd would 
get? 
 
"We don't have time for her."  Really? I work a 10- 12 hour day and still have time for my 6 dogs! 
 
"She© s tearing up our yard.”    How about making her a part of your family? 
 
They always tell me: "We just don©t want to have to stress about finding a place for her we know he©ll get adopted, 
she©s a good dog." 
 
Odds are your pet won©t get adopted & how stressful do you think being in a shelter is?  Well, let me tell you, 
your pet has 72 hours to find a new family from the moment you drop it off. Sometimes a little longer if the 
shelter isn©t full and your dog manages to stay completely healthy. If it sniffles, it dies. 

 
Your pet will be confined to a small run/kennel in a room with about 25 other 
barking or crying animals. It will have to relieve itself where it eats and sleeps. 
 
It will be depressed and it will cry constantly for the family that abandoned it. 
 
If your pet is lucky, I will have enough volunteers in that day to take him/her 
for a walk.  If I don©t, your pet won©t get any attention besides having a bowl of 
food slid under the kennel door and the waste sprayed out of its pen with a 
high-powered hose. 
 
If your dog is big, black or any of the "Bully" breeds (pit bull, rottie, mastiff, 
etc) it was pretty much dead when you walked it through the front door. Those 
dogs just don©t get adopted. 

 
It doesn©t matter how ©sweet© or ©well behaved© they are. If your dog 
doesn©t get adopted within its 72 hours and the shelter is full, it will be 
destroyed. If the shelter isn©t full and your dog is good enough, and of a 
desirable enough breed it may get a stay of execution, but not for long. 
 
Most dogs get very kennel protective after about a week and are 
destroyed for showing aggression. Even the sweetest dogs will turn in 
this environment. 
 
If your pet makes it over all of those hurdles chances are it will get kennel 
cough or an upper respiratory infection and will be destroyed because 
shelters just don©t have the funds to pay for even a $100 treatment. 
 

Here©s a little euthanasia 101 for 
those of you that have never 
witnessed a perfectly healthy, scared 
animal being "put-down".. .. 
 
First, your pet will be taken from its kennel on a leash. They always look like 
they think they are going for a walk - happy, wagging their tails. 
 
Until, they get to "The Room", every one of them freak out and put the brakes 
on when we get to the door. It must smell like death or they can feel the sad 
souls that are left in there, it©s strange, but it happens with every one of them. 



 
Your dog or cat will be restrained, held down by 1 or 2 vet techs depending on the size and how freaked out they 
are. 
 
Then a euthanasia tech or a vet will start the process. They will find a vein in the front leg and inject a lethal dose 
of the "pink stuff". 
 
Hopefully your pet doesn't panic from being restrained and jerk. I've seen the needles tear out of a leg and been 
covered with the resulting blood and been deafened by the yelps and screams. 
 
 
They all don't just "go to sleep", sometimes they spasm for a while, gasp for air and defecate on themselves. 
 
When it all ends, your pet's corpse will be stacked like firewood in a large freezer in the back with all of the other 
animals that were killed waiting to be picked up like garbage. 
 
What happens next? Cremated? Taken to the dump? Rendered into pet food? You'll never know and it probably 
won't even cross your mind. It was just an animal and you can always buy another one, right? 

 
I hope that those of you that have read this are bawling your eyes out 
and can't get the pictures out of your head I deal with everyday on the 
way home from work. 
 
I hate my job, I hate that it exists & I hate that it will always be there 
unless you people make some changes and realize that the lives you 
are affecting go much further than the pets you dump at a shelter. 
 
Between 9 and 11 MILLION animals die every year in shelters and 
only you can stop it. I do my best to save every life I can but rescues 
are always full, and there are more animals coming in everyday than 

there are homes. 
 

My point to all of this: DON'T BREED OR BUY WHILE SHELTER PETS DIE! 
 
Hate me if you want to. The truth hurts and reality is what it is. 
 
 A wise word from Apphia 
 
I cringe when I hear someone on the other end of the line ask me if a cat we have for adoption is de-clawed.  I 
heard my mom saying to a friend. Yes I hear too when my mom gets these calls ± I see her cringe ± and I hear her 

voice get terse as she responds to the person and asks if she 
can send them some articles. 
 
I have seen these 
articles and while 
mom was sleeping 
the other night I 
quietly got into 
her folders and 
pulled a couple 
out that I would 
like to share with 
you. 



 
Please consider what you are doing before you make this decision.  In some countries its illegal to declaw a cat.  
Here is some of the information mom sends out to people when they call her asking.  This is going to be in two 
months issues as it is a lot of information.  And well like most cats it’ s a lot of fun to let others do the work while 
I get the glory. Next month we will go over the complications of de-clawing a cat. 
 

The Cat’s Claws 

Unlike most mammals who walk on the soles of the paws or feet, cats 
are digitigrade, which means they walk on their toes. Their back, 
shoulder, paw and leg joints, muscles, tendons, ligaments and nerves are 
naturally designed to support and distribute the cat's weight across its 
toes as it walks, runs and climbs. A cat's claws are used for balance, for 
exercising, and for stretching the muscles in their legs, back, shoulders, 
and paws. They stretch these muscles by digging their claws into a 
surface and pulling back against their own clawhold - similar to 
isometric exercising for humans. This is the only way a cat can exercise, 
stretch and tone the muscles of its back and shoulders. The toes help the 
foot meet the ground at a precise angle to keep the leg, shoulder and 
back muscles and joints in proper alignment. Removal of the last digits 

of the toes drastically alters the conformation of their feet and causes the feet to meet the ground at an unnatural angle that 
can cause back pain similar to that in humans caused by wearing improper shoes. 

Understanding Declawing (Onychectomy) 

The anatomy of the feline claw must be understood before one can appreciate the severity of declawing. The cat's claw is not 
a nail as is a human fingernail; it is part of the last bone (distal phalanx) in the cat©s toe. The cat’s claw arises from the 
unguicular crest and unguicular process in the distal phalanx of the paw (see above diagram). Most of the germinal cells that 
produce the claw are situated in the dorsal aspect of the ungual crest. This region must be removed completely, or re-growth 
of a vestigial claw and abcessation results. The only way to be sure all of the germinal cells are removed is to amputate the 
entire distal phalanx at the joint. 
 
Contrary to most people©s understanding, declawing consists of amputating not just the claws, but the whole phalanx (up to 
the joint), including bones, ligaments, and tendons! To remove the claw, the bone, nerve, joint capsule, collateral ligaments, 
and the extensor and flexor tendons must all be amputated. Thus declawing is not a “simple” , single surgery but 10 separate, 
painful amputations of the third phalanx up to the last joint of each toe. A graphic comparison in human terms would be the 
cutting off of a person©s finger at the last joint of each finger.  

 

Many vets and clinic staff deliberately misinform and mislead clients into believing that declawing removes only the claws in 
the hopes that clients are left with the impression that the procedure is a "minor" surgery comparable to spay/neuter 
procedures and certainly doesn©t involve amputation (partial or complete) of the terminal-toe bone, ligaments and tendons. 
Some vets rationalize the above description by saying that since the claw and the third phalanx (terminal toe bone) are so 



firmly connected, they simply use the expression "the claw" to make it simpler for clients to "understand". Other vets are 
somewhat more honest and state that if they used the word "amputation", most clients would not have the surgery performed! 
Onychectomy in the clinical definition involves either the partial or total amputation of the terminal bone. That is the only 
method. What differs from vet to vet is the type of cutting tool used (guillotine-type cutter, scalpel or laser). 

Onychectomy (Declawing) Surgery 

The below is a clinical description of the declawing surgery taken from a leading veterinary surgical textbook. Contrary to 
misleading information, declawing is not a "minor" surgery comparable to spaying and neutering procedures, it is 10, 
separate, painful amputations of the distal phalanx at the joint (disjointing). 

 

"The claw is extended by pushing up under the footpad or by grasping it with Allis tissue forceps. A scalpel blade is used to 
sharply dissect between the second and third phalanx over the top of the ungual crest. The distal interphalangeal joint is 
disarticulated (disjointed), and the deep digital flexor tendon is incised (severed). The digital footpad is not incised. If a nail 
trimmer is used, the ring of the instrument is placed in the groove between the second phalanx and the ungual crest. The 
blade is positioned just in front of the footpad. The blade is pushed through the soft tissues over the flexor process. With the 
ring of the nail trimmer in position behind the ungual crest, the blade is released just slightly so that traction applied to the 
claw causes the flexor process to slip out and above the blade. At this point, the flexor tendon can be incised and 
disarticulation of the joint (disjointing) completed. Both techniques effectively remove the entire third phalanx." (Excerpted from: 

Slatter D; Textbook of Small Animal Surgery 2nd ed vol I, p.352 W.B. Saunders Company Philadelphia.) 

SMOOCHES PICS OF THE MONTH 
 
Smooches first pick is Minx.   
Hi…my name is Minx. I know this is just not the greatest picture 
of me.  I am about three pounds and shy as they come, but, if I like 
you, well I will sit on your lap forever.  Then I am about the 
sweetest little thing in the world.  I would like a quiet home.  I do 
get on well with others but I am about 4-5 years old and I am so 
tiny I would really like a home where I can be the center of 
attention and not worry about getting stepped on by other dogs or 
kids.  I really am that little.  I was in an animal control and they 
called my new mom and asked me if several of us could come to 
her place until we found homes.  She, of course, said yes and so 
here I am waiting for a new home.  I am white with the prettiest 
eyes and she laughs at me when I bark and when I wag my tail ± 

she tells me I am going to take off flying one day, and you know 
what?  I hope I do ± I hope I take off flying and land right into the 
arms of a forever mom and dad.  Think about me I am a cutie. 
 
My second pick is Jervais.  Smooches has promised to keep me on the 
pick of the month until I find the right home.  If not its ok I like where I 
am and all my new friends but it would be nice to have the right home.  
Mom says she worries about adopting me out as well I am a breed that 



people abuse and take advantage of and as you can see I came from that type of home ± can you believe that they 
took scissors and cut my ears off?  But its alright my mom says I am beautiful.  I 
am now three months old and am I a loving playful sweetie..  I know that society 
says I am suppose to be mean but all I like to do is to cuddle and get lots of 
attention.  
 
We are Sweet Daddy’s Girls.  Remember us?  Sweet Daddy is a big old boy ± he 
was found in a dump with us.  That was a few months ago.  He took care of  us.  
Like a father he brought us food and sleep close to us to keep us warm.  He did all 
he could to help us survive and survive we did.  When they found us we were sick 
and we spent a few months getting better.   But we are now ready to go into good 
homes.  No one really knows what we are ± we look like labs a lot one black and 
one white.  We would like to stay together but understand that maybe that is not 
possible.  Our little lives have been through a lot already and we hope to have a 
family that will love us for the beautiful little girls we are not for the tiny puppies 
dumped in the dump to die.  We know we lived to be in a family and we hope that 
maybe someone reading this will consider us in their home or even one of us.   
If you are interested in any of these, please contact chloemew@yahoo.com. 
 

WONDERFUL NEW ADDITIONS TO THE SANCTUARY 
 
This month the Sanctuary has taken in some very special cases.  From Mimi, who was burned from hot 
grease and then shot in the head ± to Ellie and May who both are just little puppies so covered with 
mange that you know each movement was painful ± then there is Buttons and Bows ± two Beagles that 
traveled a long distance to safety.  Then there is Cinderella and Monique two cats that were rescued 
from Okeechobee Animal Control that delivered kittens shortly thereafter.  Its only through the help of 
the community that the Sanctuary runs. We are thankful to those that are able to make even the smallest 
donation to help us keep going and would like to take this time to thank you.  Its hard sometimes with so 
many in need to send out emails and make phone calls but please know how very important you are to 
us.  Buttons and Bows will be in next months newsletter.  They are safely here just no pictures yet. 

 
Ok lets see the sweet mama kitties and their babies first.  
Cinderella was the first to give birth a few days after arriving at 
the Sanctuary.  She is a sweet mama and you always know 
where she is as she wears a bell around her neck.  She gave 
birth to five healthy kittens all black and white. The family is 
doing well and Cinderella is very good with her kittens.  There 
is one little one that has the most unusual markings as you can 
see it is the on4e that is on top of the other kittens.  We hope to 
find homes for these little ones once they are ready. 

 
Then there is Monique who is a sweet Calico cat that also 
came from Okeechobee.  A week to the day she also 
delivered five kittens ± hers being all yellow and white 
with the exception of one black and white kitten.  They 
also are all doing well.  These two mothers are both 
loving animals.  We are thankful to Brenda at 
Okeechobee Animal Control as well as the rest of the 
staff that works so hard to get their animals into rescues.  



   Then came Mimi.  This poor little girl had 
been roaming the streets for a very long time.  
Someone had poured hot grease down her 
back and then to make things more 
complicated she was shot in the head.  This 
little girl had a bevy of rescue angles called to 
her.  She was taken to vet and cared for and 

then made the long transport to the Sanctuary.  She was a 
special rescue for us.  I was a bit concerned with a head 
wound what her personality would be like towards people 
and other dogs.  When she arrived I saw I had nothing to 
worry about.  Her very first three seconds found her giving 
me a hug and less than a minute later I was given a kiss of 
acceptance and that was that. 
 
Mimi gets a little anxious with loud noises.  She needs to be 
taught total trust and appropriate behavior, but who can 
blame her for the dancing around and jumping she does when 
she is just so happy to be alive and SAFE.  She is a joy 
around the Sanctuary and is becoming one of the favorites. 
 

Then along came Ellie and Mae ± two little pit puppies that 
were a mess.  Mange eating them away on the outside and 
parasites on the inside.  They are both sweet little girls and are 
being treated so that they are the beautiful little ones they are 
suppose to be.   
 
The pleas went out for Ellie the 
little blue and white girl pictured 
on the right, and then we found 
out there were two pups, both 4-
5 months old both suffering from 

mange and parasites.  How does anyone take just one and let the other be 
put to sleep.  We could not.  These babies got in the back seat of the car 
and were the sweetest little behaved babies on the 2.5 hour drive.  We 
stopped at Kentucky Fried Chicken as they have new grilled chicken now 
to have a meal and there was nothing but sweet gratitude.  They sat while their skin was treated and 
never said a word.  The Sanctuary wishes to thank all the people who are writing about these guys from 
the east coast to the west coast.  We will have regular updates on Ellie and Mae until they are back to 
normal.  We truly thank everyone for their prayers and love and care for these two. 
 



A WONDERFUL UPDATE ON MR. GOOSE 
 
Who can forget the emails that went 
around about the 10 week old puppy 
that had the bad legs and someone 
please help him.  Well let me tell you 
all the great things they say about 
people in South Carolina are true.  
Goose was only suppose to be fostered 
for a few days at the most a month ± it 
turned out to be much longer than that, 
but he is now at the Sanctuary.  Since 
his journey to us from South 
Carolina he has not been 
allowed to go out and PLAY.  
Well we decided to let him go 
out this past weekend, 

supervised of course.  Did he ever have fun.  Sadly he was 
only able to jump around and play for about 45 minutes and 
then was totally exhausted and had to return to his kennel but 
he had a blast playing with all the other puppies and it totally 
social.  He has the most beautiful eyes and personality.  We 
just love this little one.  We are thrilled with the way he is 
developing and are hoping that Goose will find a home of his 
own where he can play and be loved and grow to be the dog 
he is meant to be. 
 

 

 

 

Each year the Animal Rescue Site had a $100,000 challenge.  During a several week timeframe 
people vote for the shelter of their choice to win a cash grant to use at their shelter for whatever is 
needed.  We are trying to build, or I should say finish a cat sanctuary with the confines of the 
Sanctuary.  It’s a tough time for cats.  Sadly with so many cats that are not spayed and neutered they 
multiply at a rate far greater than dogs and have a much lower adoption rate.  Its very sad to walk into 
any shelter and see the number of cats there that are so beautiful and you know that they will not 
make it out.  Shelter do all they can to get as many as possible into rescue but it is never enough.  So 
we have started a cat area at the Sanctuary and need to get it finished with several shelters and houses 
and a cat proof fencing.  Below you will see what we have started for our cats and we hope that you 
will on the following link to vote for us and help us make a dream a reality  
http://www.theanimalrescuesite.com/clickToGive/shelterchallenge.faces?siteId=3 and think about 
voting for the Sanctuary.  And if not, at least vote for a shelter or rescue near you.  Its just important 
to get involved and vote. 



 
THE SANCTUARY’S DREAM OF A TWO ACRE CAT HAVEN 

 
We love our cats at the Sanctuary.  We have always had a few cats 
with us but over the past few years we have seen a huge need for cats 
to find safe havens……so…….we went out in to the back of the 
property and looked things over.  There is a place close to two acres 
there that has no animals on it in the back.  It is fenced with field 
fencing but we want to fence it with cat proof fencing.  To the right of 
the Wolf pen and behind two more fences is another three quarters of 
an acre that also does not have anything on it.  There used to be 
kennels there but Wilma totally wiped everything out but a few 
partial chain link pens.  That would be a great area for HIV positive 
cats to be away from everyone else.  Of course again it comes to the 
fact that the funds have to come in to put in shelters etc.  We have 
started to so 
what we can 
to make 

these two spaces come alive so that one day 
cats can walk around in the grass ± climb the 
trees and play in freedom.  For now we have 
safe space for about 45 cats at any given time.  
Once the dream becomes a reality we should be 
able to house close to 75 in the HIV area and 
close to 200 in the Cat Haven area with plenty 
of space and plenty of playing room and 
freedom.  As with out dogs we do not like to 
see animals cages in small places ± that is not 
what God ever intended for them.  Mind you 
those are out thoughts and philosophy’s and we 
are in no way condemning or judging rescues 
who kennel dogs or keep them in crates its just 
a difference of opinion.  Its one of the reasons 
we are pushing for the Animal Rescue Site 
Challenge so that we can come a long way in 
making this dream a possibility.  So again if you are not already voting for us, or a shelter or rescue in 
your area please visit http://www.theanimalrescuesite.com/clickToGive/shelterchallenge.faces?siteId=3 

and vote.  Rocco is our resident Malinois who 
was so abused by people he has just shut them 
out of his life.  His fear behavior has not made 
him a favorite with other dogs as well.  Yet 
Rocco can walk around the cat haven and feel at 
peace.  They all love him and follow him all over 
and it is not unusual to see him laying in the 
shade with three or four of them lying around 
him.  He is their best friend and protector and 
always makes sure they eat first and will walk 
the whole area making sure that all are well.   



KIKI  AND DINKY IN THE KITCHEN 
 
Well we are not gourmet cooks like Miss Olive 
but her and Diku and Jackson are moving into 
their new home so we were asked to cover the 
kitchen section.  We are going to do our best to 
give you guys a great new recipe to try for your 
pets. 
 
Dinky is my assistant chef today and lets see how 
good he does in helping me make something 
really special so that Miss Olive is proud of us.  
Its never good to make Miss Olive unhappy.  We 
thought and thought and decided on the name of a 

great treat we are calling it the Kiki Dink Anti Flea cookie.  We wanted the ingredients to not only be 
helpful but to serve a purpose and with summer coming flea will be coming in larger numbers.  These 
cookies help control the flea population and keep them off us. 

 
Ingredients 

 2 cups unbleached flour  

 1/2 cup wheat germ  

 1/2 cup brewers yeast  

 3 cloves garlic, minced  

 3 tbs. vegetable oil  

 1 cup chicken stock  

 �  cup grated cheese 

 �  cup grated carrots 

 �  cup peas 

  

Directions 

Preheat the oven to 400F. and oil two or three baking sheets. Combine first four ingredients. In a 
large mixing bowl, combine garlic and oil. Slowly stir flour mixture, remaining ingredients and 
stock alternately into oil and garlic, beating well, until the dough is well-mixed. Shape dough into a 
ball. On lightly floured surface, roll out dough 12" thick. Using a 2" biscuit cutter or knife, cut 
dough into rounds. Transfer biscuits to prepared baking sheets. Bake 20-25 minutes or until well-
browned. Turn off heat and allow biscuits to dry in oven for several hours. Store in refrigerator or 
freeze. Makes about 26 biscuits.  



  

 
 

  Help us… Help Them 
 

 
A Huge thanks to our Sponsors 

 


