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Hi my name is Lacey! | was asked to tell you a story, a story that will
not only tell you about me, but how | got to meet two very special peo-
ple at Animal Hospital of University Drive in Sunrise Florida. They
say | am a cute little girl and who am | to disagree! | was born and
raised in Missouri on a breeding farm. | have had a lot of babies. My
breeder felt | needed to go to rescue, even though | was pregnant and
so Palena was contacted and | went to her Sanctuary. She was nice
t o me, and gave me a bath and | ¢
my head touched but she would hold my head under her chin and rub
my tummy which was way too big and sing to me 1 | liked that. Soon
| went to meet Lisa, she is my new foster mom. | spent two days with
her having fun, until one day | was having a hard time getting around.
That is when | met two very special people who saved my life and the life of one of my then unborn puppies. You
see | really was too old to have puppies and my body was full of hook worms and round worms and the worst is
that | have a heart murmur.

One evening | began to have some pains in my stomach and | knew that it was my
labor but | also knew that it was too soon to have the babies. My heart was very sad

at that moment. Lisa, Jess and Palena s
ing she wild/l have to go to the veto. Th
of University Drive, | was very scared. My blood sugar was very very low, and they of
course found the heart murmur and all the nasty worms that had been making me feel

so bad. | had been given a medicine when | first came but it was not enough. Dr.
Eich said | was not strong enough to carry the babies anymore and | needed an emer-
gency C-section. That is the last | remember for a while. When | came to there was

no babies. There were seven | could hear them say but their lungs were not strong
enough to even breathe although they were big babies. | listened as my heart was
breaking and heard a voice | later learned was Jean, telling someone she had man-
aged to save one of my babies. It was a little boy. He was not out of the woods by any means but he was still
alive. | heard Jean say that she was tube feeding him every two hours. | cried with happiness that one was still
alive and cried with sadness at the loss of my others. | had heard them say that Palena had said that if it came to

me or the puppies that | was to be first priority. No one has ever felt that way about me i it was always the pup-
pies first in the past. | am saddened by their loss but | could not believe that someone put me first. Continued on
page 2
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| stayed with Dr. Eich who saved my life, and Jean who is
saving my sonbts |ife, for thr
picked me up. Somehow | did not remember that my son
was not coming with me and | howled all the way home call-

ing for him. Then when | got there | howled again trying to

find him. Lisa bought me some little comfort toys. | like Lisa

and she is going to be my new mom. She likes me too. It

will be a very happy ending for me.

As to my son i he does not have a name yet, Jean is work-

ing on that but she is really concentrating on saving him
more than anything. She has to tube feed him every two
hours. She has to help him go to the bathroom and at times

to breathe right. She is an angel and she has saved him.
He goes home with her at nigh
¢ She
loves him and | heard that Palena told her that the he would
never have been alive or stayed alive if it had not been for
Jean. | heard that Palena said she could keep him because
she is why he is alive and she did not understand how
someone could save such a life and spend every minute
with him and then not want him. | am happy if Jean keeps
him because she really is an angel. | will be seeing Dr. Eich
soon to make sure | am ok. He is another angel and he just
jumped right in and took ca
nice people in my life now. There is no way | can make
them understand how | feel about them but | know that they
saved me and my son and did it with kindness. Dr. Eich
even made me stay for another day more than planned to
make sure | was ok i he is very nice. All of the people at
University Animal Hospital are wonderful and | am very
grateful that they helped me and my baby.

Well that is my story, with a happy ending. But | hope that people will not
~ forget that many dogs both in the commercial breeding places and the
~ shelters, do not have happy endings. Here | am with my new mom Lisa
“who is taking very good care of me and letting me be very very spoiled. |
have had a tough life but it sure is getting better!!

Jean and Palena have decided that all of you should help name my son.
.+ Palena talked to Jean today and they say that he has hair almost to his
# feet now. Look at the pictures of him and if you have a good name please
email to pdorsey@sanctuaryanimalrefuge.org . She will turn all of the
names over to Jean who will pick a name for my son. Please make them

SO good strong names as | know that he fought to live and Jean also fought
= T Sl , to save him.

This is not the flrst time that Dr. Eich, Dr. Weeks and Dr. Rapp have come to the aid of our animals. Several years
ago we took in a small pup that was very ill. We took it to Dr. Weeks. She tried diligently for days to save this pup-
pies life, including bringing her own personal pet in for a blood transfusion with our puppy. The puppy died of Bsa-
besia but only after a long hard battle fought by Dr. Weeks. Continued on page 3




| could tell many more stories and acts of kindness they have shown us
and many other animals but its better that you check them out yourself.

Last minute update:

March 5, | was able to go and spend time with the puppy, Jean and Dr.
Eich. | can only say that Jean has been more than an angel in giving this
puppy | ife. ltés challenging to
hair and at a week old is only now what a brand new one-day-old puppy FSs
should be. He is moving about, knows the smell of Jeans hand and has ?'?"‘@
begun to suckle her hand. Is still not strong enough to eat on its own and

still has to be tube fed to survive. He is so tiny it is unbelievable that he is
alive. Jean faithfully gives him his tube feedings every two hours and
cleans him up

and helps him to
eliminate waste. It is amazing how something so
tiny can make one feel so helpless. He needs a
very special name and | hope that everyone will par-
ticipate in naming this very special little angel.
There will never be enough words to thank Jean, or
the rest of the staff of Animal Hospital of University
Drive for all they did to save Lacey and her baby, or
for all the extra that they did for Lacey or all Jean is
doing for this little boy. Each and every life makes a
difference. | am forever in their debt that they too
felt this way about this little boy.

Remember to send in his name suggestions to us.
Jean will pick one for our next newsletter and we will
give an update on this little boy as well as let you
know who the winner is.

It does me good and warms my heart to see that
this crew is committed to saving all.

Animal Hospital of University Drive
2585 N. University Drive

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33322
954-741-3114

T he



ve or Not Save

A thought from the Director

| often get asked why | save some of the animals | do. |
am told the money fAwastedo
adoptable animals. They are not fit to be in society, they
are too this or that. Simply | addressed this last month in
our newsletter. | feel all animals deserve the right to live
and to have a chance to have a real life of love and hap-
piness. This past month after writing that article | have
spent a lot of time thinking and watching the animals
that no one could touch, were old worn out, were from
this state or another. | walked among them and watched
themi they who to me are the ones who | listen to and
their opinions that mean the most to me. They do not
know that life is cruel anymore, they do not know they
are old, where they are from, what people say. All they
know is peace and love

| spent a lot of time with Nantani, who is a hybrid
was pulled from Miami Dade. Thankfully Dr. Piz
and the staff there let him come out. Many neithe
derstand nor believe in the ability to understand
spirit and energy of the mind, nor its ability. Nan
had to stay at Knowles Animal Hospital for two we
before coming here. | sang to him all the time €
though he was not here. The day he arrived was a
busy day. Three rescues were here to receive some
we had rescued, Chris had come over from Orlando
donating the supplies to build kennels, and the dogs
already were in a tizzy as the tractor was makin
much noise leveling the ground. This is what Nar
came into. He was scared and worrying. In the eve
when it calmed down | went into his kennel and sat"
him. Although | had been told he did not like people
and | sang together. His howl filled my heart with
and soon we were joined by Tchoupitoulis another
brid, Skye another hybrid and then we could hear the

others join in. As | sang to him and he to me we formed a bond that has not yet been broken. Was he wc
saving as he is not adoptable? Ye=mach day as | take him his food and each night as I go into his kennel to
be greeted in only the way he can greet | know he was. Continued on page 5




Misha is a cat that was in Animal Control as well. She is
very beautiful now and just went to a home. When we
agreed to take her she was no so beautiful. She had a raging
respiratory infection and was skin and bones. You could
hardly touch her. She would hiss and scratch and was scared
-+~ ........ of the world. That was last year. A lot of money was spent
~__ onherto get her healthy and a lot of time.

- Soon she felt safe and was one of the best cats here. She

. likes to traveli we took her to the park for an adoption day
'where she was handled by many and never once tried to get
away. No one could believe how calm she was around dogs
and out in a new open space. She sat there and had a good
time just like everyone else. Yes the money spent on her
might have saved several others but was she worth saving?
To us and | am sure, no | am positive, her new mom would

[ _ say yes.

Misha now shares a home with another cat and lives the life

of riley. She is well socialized and friendly and very very
M healthy. Mostly she is loved and knows how to love.

&

| often get teased about my ferrets. Sable and Geisha came along with four others who have since found homes

Geisha has cancer and had no hair. We began to use
herbs with her food and her hair is growing back. Peop
often ask me how | can stand to touch them as they are
dent s. But dondt tell my
him and usually will settle in for a nap under his chin.
These two are not for adoptions as Geisha may not ha
long life and Sable is my own and | have had her now fc
three years. She loves cats, dogs, and humans. Aret
worth saving? Was it worth the medical bills to give Ge
a few more years. Well we think so. They are hdpbgy
talk to the dogs and the dogs in the house love when th:
get to come out and play. They are entitled to life just a
any other animal is regardless of its issues, health, beh:
etc.

Here we believe all deserve a chaficeome find homes
even the old onessome spend their lives here. No ma
what we are happy with what we do and we know we 1
a difference in their lives, and to us that is all that matte

Palena Dordeyector
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% | donot think any of wus here w
" after the couple who found him in the streets of Miami and then

- had his surgery done before finding us and brining him to us. San-

. tos had been running the streets with a broken leg for a very long
time. The leg was rendered useless but Mr. and Mrs. Santos were

& determined to help him. People caught him and he was taken to

' the vet. A pin was put in his leg. Sadly despite therapy and treat-
& ment the leg still is not fully functional.

B Santos lives in the house. When he goes out he will literally bang
2 on the door to come back in. For such a small little one he can
g really make a lot of noise on that door.

¥ He is very social, has gained almost 11 pounds since we got him
® and loves everyone. Santos will go out and run with the big boys
and when we are out there working, despite his leg and limping

8 gait, he is always at our side. He then will come in and play with
the little ones, being gentle and kind.

He has learned to eat from a spoon and wait for his name to be called to take his bite and is a pure joy here.
We hope a family will one day see him and fall in love. He is blind in one eye, and his leg is pretty much use
less, but his heart and his love is way bigger than his size.

We thank again Mr. and Mrs. Santos and all that helped to get Santos out of the streets and to us here. He |
been nothing but a joy here.

As to our Mercy. Its been two months now since she was diag
with cancer in her spleen and kidneys. She has not slowed
Again this is one of those should we save or not.. She was
over three years ago with no haihad lost her babies and was
pressed. It took a very long time to heal her and a lot of vet b
heal her physically, mentally and emotionally her healing cam
being allowed to nurse every little little thing that came in fro
sick ones, to young puppies, to kittens etc. She soon was bo
around her. The day of her surgery when we found the canc
was bouncing around. When they found it and called to se
since she was old did | want to put her down | needed no ti
think, simply it was no sew her up and send her home. Two
later Mercy is still Mercyi running in and out of the house, jump
in and out of her chair and nursing all those she can. Yes | knd
day wi ||l c ome, and someti mes
want it to, but | do not regret my decision, nor the fact that al
she has lived longer than anyone thought.




I have al ways been an ani mal l over .
and having a keen interest in playing with their cats and dogs. Animals always s
to gravitate towards me as well. Even the most unfriendly cat or dog would want
in my lap and just be held in my arms.

But it wasnodét wuntil | was nearly 28 | t |
dog of my own. |researched toy breeds and the first dog that popped into my mi e =

a shih tzu. AfiLoveable, playful, goo de n,
of attentiond was the phrase that cap = So
growing up and | couldno6t remember o nyth
tion read. | began my search by looking for shih tzu breeders online. Upon learn. =

that the prices were in the upwards - - qJusan
one, | then went to a few puppy stores in the area. Of course, who could resist a 4(’ \

week old pup that is playful and adorable? But as | did my own research online, ,\~ :

|l earned the truth about these fApuppy * 4/ egan

My first stop was at the Humane Society of Broward County. | took a lap around the

area where they kept the small breeds. At one point, | had to excuse myself and head to the restroom as tears welled u
my eyes from seeing how lonely and sad these poor dogs looked. Instinct told me that | was better off finding a rescue ¢
and giving him/her my heart and my home. | went home that day and located a website called, Petfinder.com. | began
emailing various rescues that had shih tzus. Fortunately for me, the first person to respond to me was Palena Dorsey.
emailed back and forth for weeks. | was impatient like a little kid in a candy store. | wanted a shih tzu yesterday, but
Palena told me, fiBe patient. The right one will come
male shih tzu for me to have as my own.

Within a few months, Palena emailed me to let me know she found the perfect shih tzu for me: a 1 year old male who h
just been put in foster care because his parents were getting divorced and giving him and his other brothers and sisters
for adoption. Palena sent pictures over email, but all | could see was a dog with long matted hair that looked like he hac
never seen the inside of a groomerds shop. I had a n
Pal enads hel p. Palena took Riley into her home for a
anxiousness. We came to learn that Riley had been poorly abused by his owners. He was beaten, yelled at, and was s
verely malnourished.

Palena asked me to come to Petco to meet Riley to see if we were a match. | walked in and saw Riley just sitting there
alone, timid and very passive. | sat down next to him and scratched his head. Immediately, without hesitation, he reste

his head on my | eg and gazed up at me. As they say,
Two weeks | ater, I took Riley home. It wasndt easy a
room behind the furniture where | coul dnot reach him

couch, he would sit on the other side of the room and just watch me. He barely ate. When he would see other dogs in t
neighborhood, he would turn to walk the other way or crouch down. If | left him alone for more than 4 hours, | would finc
chewed up paper all over my apartment or an accident on the carpet. He was definitely a victim of abuse and separatiol
anxiety.

It took over a year for Riley to come into his own and be that playful, active, geeqglen shih tzu that the books so accu-
rately describe. | read books and articles on the Internet which explained how to remedy separation anxiety and tips for
hel ping abused dogs overcome their trauma. | began t
Lauderdale, where they worked with him and helped relieve him of his separation anxiety. | would often take him 3x a
week so he would get used to being dropped off and left there for a full day., and not feel that | was abandoning him. |
made play dates for him with friends and/or family who also have small dogs. Now he goes up to adults, children and
other dogs and lets them know how playful heis! Heissvallci al i zed and | oves to be 1t
hears the word fAcar, 0 his ears perk up and he runs to
hand feed him piece by piece. He loves to play fetch with all of his toys, and jumps up on the couch to sit next to me for
his belly rubs. | even bought him a stroller so he could travel with me to local stores and shops and get used to being
around crowds of people. When | am not feeling well,
and the most perfect shih tziwendy
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My name is Peached am a two year old English Bull Dog that
would love to have a home. | do get along with most other dogs
unless they try and eat my food, then | get kind of unhappy. | spent
my first two years without a lot of socialization but I do know now
what love is, and would like a family of my own. | do need work
with my potty training. | have learned to lead on a leash and love to
be with people. | hope to find my own home. | see some of my
friends going to their new homes and | hope one day to be going to
mine.

Hi, my name is Griffie. | am a 4 month old Brussels Griffon Chi
hua mix. | love other animals and love to play. | am a happy go
little guy. | am a little shy around people as my first five months
not spent around a lot of people. | like children and cats and [
dogs. | too would like a home of my own. Everyone thinks | am
but, I have not found a home yet. Maybe it might be you?! | willf
get very big and like to travel in cars too. | might even learn to cef
ball. Who knows, to me | have no limitations on what | can learn
the right family.

s

A

Hello. They say that | am a sassy little miss. | am tiny very tiny
and a real bundle of energy. | like to run and play and be loved. |
give good kisses too. | am only 11 weeks old. | like my dresses
and love to get attention. | am not shy and love other dogs and cats.
| think 1 am pretty and hope to find a home of my own. | really

1 love attention did | tell you that? | need a family that is active as |
am active. | can cuddle on the couch too and watch TV if you
would like. | just want to love and be loved. Oh did | tell you I
can roll over for a belly rub. Yep I can, | love my belly rubs!
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| am a stately shy little girl. 1 weigh about 15 pounds. |was in a very scary place
they call an animal shelter. My time was up; | could hear them telling each other.
Then all of a sudden they told me that | was going to make a trip to a new place whe
maybe | could find a home of my own. | am shy but loving when | know you. | need
a home that would understand that | have been abused and so hide soii®iirhes

do like attentionand I do liketopldyl j ust have to be sur e
They love me here and | get to sit in laps and give kisses and get kisses. | am learn
but | need a home of my own. | have other friends here too that need homes. We a
hope to get them one day.

Hello my name is Steele. | was in a she
also and my time was up. | am onl
months old, and was lucky because | go

: come here and be loved and wait for a fa
to fall in love with me. | am easy to fall in love with, and I love kis
and hugs. | would like a family to play with and one to teach me &
things | see some of the adult dogs do here. | would try to be goc
you would have to teach me all the things you want me to learn
how cute | am. They say | am a Rottweiler German shepherd m
does not seem as if | will get huge, as there are a lot of dogs here
than me. | hope that maybe someone reading this will know sor
that needs a dog like me.

\ a\\ AN ‘\\

Hello we are Fila and Tiger. We also would like to find

homes. We are young adults. | am Fila a calico female ¥ | "™l

and very friendly and Tiger, he is named Tiger because of /,{ ﬁ:»

his color, is also very friendly. There are several of us b ///“ ,’aﬁ!
who hope one day to find a home. Do you like cats? We /// )it x’
are all very good cats and very friendly. One day we

mi g ht al |l have homes of our
we?!!

G
’
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Let's Give It A Shot

There are rescued pups that come in all shapes, sizes and conditions and g
there is Olive. Olive was a breeder release, tiny to begin with as a Papillio
on top of that she was weak, dehydrated and not responsive to food or wal
She came down on the United Rescues truck on IV for 3 days. Palena, the
tor of the Sanctuary needed a foster for Olive and asked if we could do it. |

teré humé there is an ideaé wedve t er ¢
Seemed like the right thing to do, and without much thought Olive came to"S8
house and jumped into our hearts.

From day one, we knew Olive was a

Weighing in at 2 Ibs, she had a strong presence and took over the

an ani mal, person or cookie sh
know right away with | ots and
indulges her every whim, even letting her take his chewy right out of
his mouth.

place with Olive. Her hair is growing in, and she is filling out nicely. At last w|
-in Olive is tipping the scales at 5 pounds, and getting taller by the minute. S
very bright, intelligent little girl who is eager to please and full of energy. She
assimilated into the household so well, that we cg
not remember what it was like before she arrived
Brothers Sebastian, Diku and Rupert, and sisters
ChloeMew and Raine, love having a little sister t
. is always ready to play! Perhaps we are not made
~ foster, as Olive has o

' we are happy that we gave it a try, because now our house is complete!
PR R R
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* Readers Poll
" Readers Pe 2
= -l
(‘ﬁ;\ Which make the best pets dogs or cats? Please e-mail your responses (el

LSy : i0n Wi . <02
O@\ to Jana@sanctuaryanimalrefuge.org. The results and a new question will appear in O@\
6% next months newsletter. e
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household with a blink of one of her big doe eyes! Olive has never met

e d
| ot



Racleen

Hi, | am Raeleen. | am a black Lab that was rescued from an animal control facility. After | was rescued, |
was determined to be pregnant. Some wonderful people broadcast, via email, that | needed a safe place to
have my babies. That is when | met my foster parents. My foster parents took me in, loved me and made me
comfortable place in their garage. My foster parents were excited and scared because this was their first time
to have puppies too. My f ost
a big and soft whelping box. When it was time to have my puppies
day before Valentinebos Day, | B
situated just like | wanted it. My foster dad came home that afternc
a surprise of 3 babies already born and are on the way. | had 11 :
beautiful babies in all, by that evening. The puppies were beautiful
| mention that already?) and | began taking GREAT care of them.
babies started opening their eyes at about 2 weeks. Unfortunatelyf
this same time, 2 weeks, one of my babies died. We are not sure
happened to him, but my foster dad found him not responsive. We
named him Shooter and buried him in a nice spot under a shade tr I
where he can monitor the squirrels as they climb the trees. | am getting

ready to leave my foster family and head out to the Northeast where | am hoping | will find a wonderful for-
ever home and my babies will too. | am going to miss my foster family a lot. They gave me lots of love, at-
tention and most of all/l Afcooki eso.

As you can see from the wonderful experience described above, fostering is a rewarding experience. You ge
to experience, in your home, things that you might not normally be exposed too. By fostering you give an ani
mal a chance at a better life, you give your family a better understanding of what animals need out there and
provides your family with an activity you all can enjoy and learn something from. You also realize that no
matter how hard you try, you are not going to save them all and you will lose some (that is very hard). But
you have to remember you gave them a better life while you were with them.

Pl ease help animals by fostering. Dondét make ex
put in the situations that some are in, people did. By fostering, you can make up for someone else's poor dec
sion.

Proud foster grandparerit$atrick, Kristi and Mary Caroline




Adoption Updates

| just wanted you to know that Leigha is adapting very well in her new
home. She has become so playful, she loves chasing Taylor. She has
become very attached to her Daddy, and sure loves her Mommy. She
does have a stubborn side to her, but she's so cute and gets away with it
most of the time. She is doing okay with her potty training, she has
maybe one accident within the

week, but she's getting better. She

chews on everything, but knows

what she's allowed to chew on

(which by the way she has a pretty

big collection going of chew toys)

Amanda Barber

When | first s aBE®s)s hmiost (IMEEEKIpet finder, | jus
just needed to be part of someonedbds family. I kr
ing what the outcome would be, | filled out an application that very instant. By the end of the week my

daughterdés and | were being intr oduc-effshatfost,lout r n e

once | told them that Sasha was ours they warmed up quite fast.

Now Sasha is fitting in quite nicely. Both her and my daughter, Bree, are potty training. Personally |
think Sasha will get it first. We have been having so much fun playing with her. The girls just love her being
around. She has fit into our family quite nicely since we all have our own little quirks.

I will never understand how anyone would harm such a wonderful animal. We are very lucky to have
found this puppy. She completes are family. Thank you so much for saving this puppy and allowing us to lo
her forever!

Tracy Donovan



