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 Hi my name is Lacey!  I was asked to tell you a story, a story that will 

not only tell you about me, but how I got to meet two very special peo-

ple at Animal Hospital of University Drive in Sunrise Florida.  They 

say I am a cute little girl and who am I to disagree! I was born and 

raised in Missouri on a breeding farm.  I have had a lot of babies.  My 

breeder felt I needed to go to rescue, even though I was pregnant and 

so Palena was contacted and I went to her Sanctuary. She was nice 

to me, and gave me a bath and let me sleep on her bed.  I donôt like 

my head touched but she would hold my head under her chin and rub 

my tummy which was way too big and sing to me ï I liked that.  Soon 

I went to meet Lisa, she is my new foster mom. I spent two days with 

her having fun, until one day I was having a hard time getting around.  

That is when I met two very special people who saved my life and the life of one of my then unborn puppies.  You 

see I really was too old to have puppies and my body was full of hook worms and round worms and the worst is 

that I have a heart murmur.  

One evening I began to have some pains in my stomach and I knew that it was my 
labor but I also knew that it was too soon to have the babies.  My heart was very sad 
at that moment.  Lisa, Jess and Palena sat with me and Palena said, ñok in the morn-
ing she will have to go to the vetò.  The next morning Lisa took me to Animal Hospital 
of University Drive, I was very scared.  My blood sugar was very very low, and they of 
course found the heart murmur and all the nasty worms that had been making me feel 
so bad.   I had been given a medicine when I first came but it was not enough.  Dr. 
Eich said I was not strong enough to carry the babies anymore and I needed an emer-
gency C-section.  That is the last I remember for a while.  When I came to there was 
no babies.  There were seven I could hear them say but their lungs were not strong 
enough to even breathe although they were big babies.  I listened as my heart was 
breaking and heard a voice I later learned was Jean, telling someone she had man-

aged to save one of my babies.  It was a little boy.  He was not out of the woods by any means but he was still 
alive.  I heard Jean say that she was tube feeding him every two hours.  I cried with happiness that one was still 
alive and cried with sadness at the loss of my others.  I had heard them say that Palena had said that if it came to 
me or the puppies that I was to be first priority.  No one has ever felt that way about me ï it was always the pup-
pies first in the past.  I am saddened by their loss but I could not believe that someone put me first.  Continued on 
page 2 
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I stayed with Dr. Eich who saved my life, and Jean who is 
saving my sonôs life, for three days.  Then Lisa came and 
picked me up.  Somehow I did not remember that my son 
was not coming with me and I howled all the way home call-
ing for him.  Then when I got there I howled again trying to 
find him.  Lisa bought me some little comfort toys.  I like Lisa 
and she is going to be my new mom.  She likes me too.  It 
will be a very happy ending for me. 

As to my son ï he does not have a name yet, Jean is work-
ing on that but she is really concentrating on saving him 
more than anything.   She has to tube feed him every two 
hours.  She has to help him go to the bathroom and at times 
to breathe right.  She is an angel and she has saved him.  
He goes home with her at night.  He is cute donôt you think?  
She 

loves him and I heard that Palena told her that the he would 
never have been alive or stayed alive if it had not been for 
Jean.  I heard that Palena said she could keep him because 
she is why he is alive and she did not understand how 
someone could save such a life and spend every minute 
with him and then not want him.  I am happy if Jean keeps 
him because she really is an angel.  I will be seeing Dr. Eich 
soon to make sure I am ok.  He is another angel and he just 
jumped right in and took care of me.  Itôs great to have such 
nice people in my life now.  There is no way I can make 
them understand how I feel about them but I know that they 
saved me and my son and did it with kindness.  Dr. Eich 
even made me stay for another day more than planned to 
make sure I was ok ï he is very nice.  All of the people at 
University Animal Hospital are wonderful and I am very 
grateful that they helped me and my baby. 

 

Well that is my story, with a happy ending.  But I hope that people will not 
forget that many dogs both in the commercial breeding places and the 
shelters, do not have happy endings.  Here I am with my new mom Lisa 
who is taking very good care of me and letting me be very very spoiled.  I 
have had a tough life but it sure is getting better!! 

 

Jean and Palena have decided that all of you should help name my son.  
Palena talked to Jean today and they say that he has hair almost to his 
feet now.  Look at the pictures of him and if you have a good name please 
email to pdorsey@sanctuaryanimalrefuge.org .  She will turn all of the 
names over to Jean who will pick a name for my son.  Please make them 
good strong names as I know that he fought to live and Jean also fought 
to save him. 

This is not the first time that Dr. Eich, Dr. Weeks and Dr. Rapp have come to the aid of our animals.  Several years 
ago we took in a small pup that was very ill.  We took it to Dr. Weeks.  She tried diligently for days to save this pup-
pies life, including bringing her own personal pet in for a blood transfusion with our puppy.  The puppy died of Bsa-
besia but only after a long hard battle fought by Dr. Weeks.  Continued on page 3 

 



 I could tell many more stories and acts of kindness they have shown us 
and many other animals but its better that you check them out yourself. 

Last minute update: 

March 5, I was able to go and spend time with the puppy, Jean and Dr. 
Eich.  I can only say that Jean has been more than an angel in giving this 
puppy life.  Itôs challenging to say the least.  The baby has gotten more 
hair and at a week old is only now what a brand new one-day-old puppy 
should be.  He is moving about, knows the smell of Jeans hand and has 
begun to suckle her hand.  Is still not strong enough to eat on its own and 
still has to be tube fed to survive.  He is so tiny it is unbelievable that he is 
alive.  Jean faithfully gives him his tube feedings every two hours and 

cleans him up 
and helps him to 
eliminate waste.  It is amazing how something so 
tiny can make one feel so helpless.  He needs a 
very special name and I hope that everyone will par-
ticipate in naming this very special little angel.  
There will never be enough words to thank Jean, or 
the rest of the staff of Animal Hospital of University    
Drive for all they did to save Lacey and her baby, or 
for all the extra that they did for Lacey or all Jean is 
doing for this little boy. Each and every life makes a 
difference.  I am forever in their debt that they too 
felt this way about this little boy. 

Remember to send in his name suggestions to us.  
Jean will pick one for our next newsletter and we will 
give an update on this little boy as well as let you 
know who the winner is. 

It does me good and warms my heart to see that 
this crew is committed to saving all. 

Animal Hospital of University Drive 

2585 N. University Drive 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33322 

954-741-3114 

 



   

        

                    

        A thought from the Director  

 

I often get asked why I save some of the animals I do.  I 

am told the money ñwastedò on them could help more 

adoptable animals.  They are not fit to be in society, they 

are too this or that. Simply I addressed this last month in 

our newsletter.  I feel all animals deserve the right to live 

and to have a chance to have a real life of love and hap-

piness.  This past month after writing that article I have 

spent a lot of time thinking and watching the animals 

that no one could touch, were old worn out, were from 

this state or another.  I walked among them and watched 

them ï they who to me are the ones who I listen to and 

their opinions that mean the most to me.  They do not 

know that life is cruel anymore, they do not know they 

are old, where they are from, what people say.  All they 

know is peace and love 

 

 

I spent a lot of time with Nantani, who is a hybrid that 

was pulled from Miami Dade.  Thankfully Dr. Pizano 

and the staff there let him come out.  Many neither un-

derstand nor believe in the ability to understand the 

spirit and energy of the mind, nor its ability.  Nantani 

had to stay at Knowles Animal Hospital for two weeks 

before coming here.  I sang to him all the time even 

though he was not here.  The day he arrived was a very 

busy day.  Three rescues were here to receive some dogs 

we had rescued, Chris had come over from Orlando after 

donating the supplies to build kennels, and the dogs here 

already were in a tizzy as the tractor was making so 

much noise leveling the ground.  This is what Nantani 

came into.  He was scared and worrying.  In the evening 

when it calmed down I went into his kennel and sat with 

him.  Although I had been told he did not like people he 

and I sang together.  His howl filled my heart with joy 

and soon we were joined by Tchoupitoulis another hy-

brid, Skye another hybrid and then we could hear the 

others join in.  As I sang to him and he to me we formed a bond that has not yet been broken.  Was he worth 

saving as he is not adoptable?  Yes ï each day as I take him his food and each night as I go into his kennel to 

be greeted in only the way he can greet I know he was. Continued on page 5 



Misha is a cat that was in Animal Control as well.  She is  

very beautiful now and just went to a home.  When we 

agreed to take her she was no so beautiful.  She had a raging 

respiratory infection and was skin and bones.  You could 

hardly touch her.  She would hiss and scratch and was scared 

of the world.  That was last year.  A lot of money was spent 

on her to get her healthy and a lot of time. 

Soon she felt safe and was one of the best cats here.  She 

likes to travel ïwe took her to the park for an adoption day 

where she was handled by many and never once tried to get 

away.  No one could believe how calm she was around dogs 

and out in a new open space.  She sat there and had a good 

time just like everyone else.  Yes the money spent on her 

might have saved several others but was she worth saving?  

To us and I am sure, no I am positive, her new mom would 

say yes. 

Misha now shares a home with another cat and lives the life 

of riley.  She is well socialized and friendly and very very 

healthy.  Mostly she is loved and knows how to love. 

 

 

 

 

I often get teased about my ferrets.  Sable and Geisha came along with four others who have since found homes.  

Geisha has cancer and had no hair.  We began to use holistic 

herbs with her food and her hair is growing back.  People 

often ask me how I can stand to touch them as they are ro-

dents.  But donôt tell my mastiff that as Sable crawls allover 

him and usually will settle in for a nap under his chin.  

These two are not for adoptions as Geisha may not have a 

long life and Sable is my own and I have had her now for 

three years.  She loves cats, dogs, and humans.  Are they 

worth saving?  Was it worth the medical bills to give Geisha 

a few more years.  Well we think so.  They are happy ïthey 

talk to the dogs and the dogs in the house love when they 

get to come out and play.  They are entitled to life just as 

any other animal is regardless of its issues, health, behavior 

etc. 

 

Here we believe all deserve a chance ï some find homes-

even the old ones ïsome spend their lives here.  No matter 

what we are happy with what we do and we know we make 

a difference in their lives, and to us that is  all that matters. 

 

Palena Dorsey-Director 


